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By Meg Heckman
Concord Monitor staff

Condensed with permission from the 
Concord Monitor.

Construction will begin [in 
Boscawen] next spring on a sprawl-
ing new Merrimack County Nursing 
Home. Shortly after residents move into 
their new quarters in late 2007, the ex-
isting building will be transformed into 
an assisted-living complex for younger, 
healthier clients.

The project, which will cost about 

$46 million, has been approved by coun-
ty leaders who spent two years studying 
what to do with the dilapidated building 
that houses about 300 residents and the 
medical staff that cares for them.

Increasing labor costs and a new jail 
have made the county’s budget tight. 
But last week, lawmakers approved the 
project, 27-1.

“It’s awesome,” said county admin-
istrator Bob Chase. “I think the thing 
that really amazes me is the support 
that the project has gotten...particularly 

in this climate.”
The county will bond the project. Its 

effect on the county tax rate depends on 
interest rates and won’t be known for a 
year or more.

For decades, the home has provided 

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The rainy weekend of April 2 and 3 
is one that Road Agent John Thompson 
and his crew won’t soon forget.

It rained steadily all day Saturday, 
and the weather forecasts were full of 
dire warnings for heavy rains and fl ood-
ing to come. With the ground still fro-
zen and several feet of snow still piled in 
the roadside ditches, John and his crews 
were out checking potential troublespots 
until midnight on Saturday. The ditches 
and culverts were handling the fl ow, so 
everyone knocked off for the night.

3 AM Sunday, April 3 – John woke 
to rain pounding on his bedroom sky-
light. One look at the water coursing 
down Tucker Mountain Road and John 
called his entire crew back on duty.

Much of the damage had already 
been done. The top part of Tucker 

Mountain Road had been washed away. 
Several hundred yards of one lane of 
Kearsarge Mountain Road was gone. 
All over town, overfl owing ditches 
and culverts threatened to make more 
roads impassable – Bradley Lake Road, 
Putney Road, the old section of Cur-
rier Road, and Shaw Hill Road were all 
badly damaged. Sam Hill Road was tra-
versed by a two-and-a-half-foot ravine.

The challenge for the crews in the hours 
before dawn was to turn the water to pre-
vent further damage. Backhoes and load-
ers were pressed into service, but plenty 
of the work had to be done with shovels. 
A crew of three worked the roads in East 
Andover, while two crews of two men 
each tackled the trouble spots in the Plains 
and around Potter Place, respectively. 

Among them was Mark Thompson, 
our former Road Agent and John’s fa-
ther. Mark had returned from a trip to 
Florida at 4 PM on Saturday afternoon. 
Less than 12 hours later he was on a bull-
dozer trying to keep the roads passable.

7:30 AM Sunday – John called in 
fresh reinforcements. 

9:00 PM Sunday – all the roads in 
town were at least passable.

Almost three weeks later, John and 
his crew are still repairing damage from 
the storm. In many cases they had to 
leave one spot and work on another be-

cause the ground in the fi rst spot was so 
wet that hauling truckloads  of material 
to the damaged spot threatened to dam-
age the rest of the road.

In the fi rst week after the storm, the 
crew placed more than 1,600 yards of 
crushed stone. John is quick to point out 
how fortunate we are in Andover to have 
crushed our own stone – at the cost of 
about $3 per yard – rather than having to 
buy crushed stone at $10 per yard.

Unfortunately, cleaning up after the 
Big Rain of ’05 means a shortfall in our 
gravel supplies. John anticipates running 
out of what we crushed last year before 
he fi nishes this year’s summer projects. 
Fortunately, the plan is to crush more 
stone at the Transfer Station next year, so 
the shortfall will be short-lived.

By Vicky Mishcon
Recycling Committee

Mark your calendar and start col-
lecting your paper trash. Saturday, May 
21, is the fi rst day of our new, expanded 
paper recycling program at the Trans-
fer Station. You will fi nd recycling your 
paper trash is easier than ever. Here is 
how it works:

1. Please review the bright green in-
sert included in this issue of the Bea-
con. It lists what you can recycle and 
what you can’t.

2. Bring your recyclable paper goods 
to the Transfer Station. There will be 
a large metal “roll-off” container out-
side and just to the right of the Recycle 
Building. Simply throw all your paper 
into the container. Voila! 

$46 Million County Nursing 
Home Approved For Boscawen

round-the-clock care for the elderly, sick, 
and disabled. The size of the population 
hasn’t changed much, but the conditions 
of the patients have. Men and women 
with Alzheimer’s disease or those in 

An early concept drawing of the new Merrimack County Nursing Home 
provided by Warrenstreet Architects, Inc. of Concord, which is hard at 
work designing the new nursing home.

Recycling 
“Rippables” 
Gets Easier

Late Night Washouts 
Keep Road Crew Busy

Sunday morning, April 3 - Kearsarge 
Mtn. Road Photo by Mark Stetson

Sunday morning, April 3 - Tucker Mtn. 
Road Photo by John Thompson

See Home  on page 2

See Rippable  on page 3



Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Page 2 • The Andover Beacon • May 2005

S
ea

so
n

al
O

u
t 

o
f 

To
w

n
 o

r 
G

if
t

L
o

ca
l

BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Artisan’s Workshop NH Pottery Vase $35 Donna Baker-Hartwell
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for Two — Margo Coolidge
Christie’s Indoor Garden Gift Certifi cate $25 Gerry Hersey
Curves of New London 1 Month Membership $36 Geri Putney
The Friendly Barber Shop Haircut Gift Certifi cate $11 Paul Fopiano
Forest Cone & Evergreen Yankee Candle $21 Beryl Sanborn
Handknits By Judy Handknit Scarf $28 Glenn Haley
Jake’s Market in Andover Cash Card $10 Pat and Bill Cutter
Mackenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate $10 Bart Green
Mackenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate $10 Toby Locke
New London Inn Gift Certifi cate $25 Dale & Connie McLeod
New London Opticians Gift Certifi cate $15 Lynda Rayner

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.

Beacon Bits

The Andover Beacon is published by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., a New 
Hampshire non-profi t corporation. Board of Directors: Nan Kaplan, Bryan Johnson, 
Chuck Will, Judy Evans.
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the month as possible. As a community newspaper, the Beacon relies on volunteers for 
most of its stories, photos, ads, production, and distribution. When you have the time 
and the inclination, please help – NO COMMITMENT REQUIRED!
The Beacon is mailed free to all Andover addresses. We ask for a minimum $25 annual 
donation from out-of-town or seasonal subscribers who would like the paper mailed to 
them. We welcome donations from the community and depend on your fi nancial 
support for a large part of our operating budget.
Publisher: Charlie Darling
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Joanie Filon, Ray Mitchell, Carmen 
Bates, Doreen Perreault, Emily Baker

Production Assistance: David Powers
Editing & Proofreading: Nan Kaplan, 
Jeff Dickinson

Photos: Ben Severance
Mailing Assistance: Mary Demers, Judy 
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Having been raised in Potter Place 
where my mother, Dotty, still lives, 

I was excited to receive last month’s is-
sue of The Andover Beacon. I still re-
member falling asleep to the clickety-
clack of the B&M train that rattled our 
house across from the train station. I 
remember the times in the Principal’s 
offi ce, hearing Mr. Burton’s repeated 
counsel: “The best way to stay out of 
trouble, is not to get into it.” I remem-
ber Sterrett Sleeper trying (in vain) to 
teach me to throw a curve ball, and Paul 
Fenton and my dad shaping us into Boy 
Scouts. Thanks to The Andover Beacon 
for chronicling the memories of the next 
generation.

Gregory Lull

Letters

need of dialysis or IVs were rare a de-
cade ago; now, they make up the bulk of 
the home’s residents. Most patients are 
well into their 80s, but some younger 
adults with brain injuries or multiple 
sclerosis also live there.

The 150-year-old building has been ren-
ovated several times to meet these needs. 
In 1995, for example, the county built a 
ward just for Alzheimer’s patients. And 
last year, the county spent about $350,000 
to replace an outdated call-bell system and 
some worn carpeting; to repair the boiler, 
ventilation fans and sprinkler system; and 
to add a new water pump.

But there’s plenty that can only be 
accomplished with a new building. 
Many of the hallways are too narrow 
for medical carts, and common areas, 
such as the dining room, are hard to 
navigate for patients in wheelchairs. 

Space is so cramped that waiting rooms 
double as storage closets, and some pa-
tients receive therapy in the halls. One 
wing doesn’t have a sprinkler system, 
and many doors are tricky for people 
who use walkers or canes. 

The new building, Chase said, will 
have wide halls, handicapped-accessi-
ble features and plenty of space for rec-
reation and therapy. Younger patients 
and people with mental illnesses will 
have their own wards.

“It’s got a lot of fl exibility,” Chase 
said. “The units can be set up to take 
care of different types of residents as 
the needs change.”

Once fi nished, the new home will be 
about 220,000 square feet and have room 
for 286 patients, the same as the current 
building. The assisted-living complex 
will have 42 beds when it opens, but it 
could house up to 100 residents.

The nursing home is the county’s sec-
ond big project in recent years. Construc-
tion crews have been building a new jail 
for nearly two years, and county offi cials 
hope to move in this summer.

The $24 million jail wil replace the 
20-year-old building that’s made for 72 
inmates but often holds 180 or more.

The new building will have room for 
up to 318 inmates, although county of-
fi cials would prefer to keep the popula-
tion around 240.

Home  from page 1

Today [April 23] is Earth Day and I 
am reminded of what we were do-

ing one week ago.  The Andover Lions 
Club was picking up trash along the 
seven-mile stretch of Route 4 between 
Potter Place and Danbury.  

Roadside pickup is done by people 
or organizations that adopt a stretch of 
highway and are responsible for four 
pickups each year. The spring pickup 
is the largest haul because of the long 
winter period.

To overcome the boredom of just 
picking up after irresponsible travelers, 
I count the items I pick up in my 1½- 
to 2-mile section. This is my unoffi cial 
count of certain items. 

67 Budweiser product containers
1 Coors Light
4 Coca cola
3 Pepsi
4 Water (various bottlers)
4 Dunkin Donuts Coffee cups
5 Green Mountain Coffee cups
6 McDonalds sandwich boxes
There are other interesting bath-

room equipment and car parts and other 
strange items scattered along the high-
way. After we bag it, the State Highway 
crews pick up the bags.

With all the concern about cutting 
trees, drilling for oil, burning limita-
tions, and many other special advoca-

cies, there should be more concern about 
“trashing” our roadsides or neighbors’ 
lawns and fi elds.

Enjoy your travels around the state 
and be considerate of the volunteer 
groups cleaning up the roadside. Take 
your garbage to the next stop for legal 
disposal.

Happy Earth Day,
Bill Leber

The snow is barely gone and already 
I’m thinking about Fourth of July on the 
Town Green. I can’t wait! 

Last year the Beacon had a booth full 
of lots of good ideas, hope, and energy, 
but not much else. This year our booth 
will have all of that, plus ten issues of 
a newspaper of which the whole com-
munity can be justifi ably proud – The 
Andover Beacon. 

Support for the Beacon continues to 
be outstanding, but there’s still much to 
be done to build real “staying power” 
into our community newspaper:

• Broaden the fi nancial base. Cur-
rently, about 150 families have shown 
their support for the Beacon by becom-
ing members. Out of 1,100 families in 
town, that’s a rather small percentage.

My impression is that many, if not 
most, of the rest of the families intend 
to help the Beacon with a check, but ei-
ther haven’t quite gotten “around to it,” 
or think they’ve al-
ready sent one. 
Please check your 
check register, 
and if you haven’t 
become a member 
of the Beacon yet, 
well, then this “round tuit” is for you!

• Spread the workload. We’ve got 
lots of people involved in producing the 
Beacon every month, but we always 
need more. We’re especially in need of  
“back offi ce” kinds of help at this point, 
but we always need help with writing, 
editing, fund raising, and the like.

I hope you can help with one or both 
of these two major goals. In return, 
you’ll get a Beacon that will last for 
years and years, because…

Everyone Works For The Beacon!

Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
June 2. Please get all ads, articles, 
etc. to us by Monday, May 16Monday, May 16 at the 
latest.
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It might be easiest to collect your pa-
per trash in a paper grocery bag. You 
can then toss the whole thing into the 
container. Simple.

3. Corrugated cardboard is kept sep-
arate and is recycled as usual inside the 
Recycle Building.

There will be volunteers avail-
able for the fi rst couple of weeks to 
help every one learn the new sys-
tem. There will also be new signs to 
direct you. 

Rippable  from page 1

By Allison Steele
Concord Monitor staff

Condensed with permission from the 
Concord Monitor

[On April 5] a 20-year-old 
Contoocook woman pleaded guilty to 
negligent homicide, admitting she was 
responsible for a high-speed car crash 
that killed her boyfriend last March 
[2004]. Marie Brasier, who drove the 
car, will spend nine months in prison 
for the accident that killed 21-year-old 
Nicholas Meier, an Army reservist from 
Andover who had been home on leave 
from Kuwait. 

After Brasier is released, she will be 
required to make 24 appearances at lo-
cal high schools over the next two years, 
speaking about the accident and the con-
sequences of her reckless driving. 

Meier’s mother, Lisa, who stood 
briefl y with her husband and their 19-
year-old son to address Merrimack 
County Superior Court Judge Kathleen 
McGuire, said the family doesn’t hate 
Brasier and hopes Brasier’s outreach 
will prevent future tragedies. 

“Part of me died with Nic that morn-
ing,” Lisa Meier said, weeping. “There’s 
a huge hole in my heart that will never 
completely heal.” 

Facing the Meiers, Brasier sobbed qui-
etly. When it was her turn to speak, she 
told the Meiers that their son’s death had 
left a gaping wound in her, as well. She 
said she had taken their son from them 
and that she had lost the love of her life. 

“I am deeply sorry,” she said, her 
voice shaking, “And I would do any-
thing to change it. I would take his place 
if I could, to give him back.” 

Brasier could have faced up to seven 
years in prison under state law. But Brasi-
er has been remorseful and by all accounts 
devastated by her actions, and Meier’s 
family has been emphatic about wanting 
a positive result to come from his death. 

Prosecutors and Brasier’s attorney, Lee 
Topham, had agreed on a sentence that 
would have had Brasier serve just three 
months in prison, with the rest of her 2½- 
to 5-year sentence suspended. But after 
hearing the details of the crash, and that 
Brasier may have been driving as fast as 
105 miles per hour, McGuire insisted that 
Brasier serve at least nine months. 

“Her punishment has to be propor-
tionate to her egregious crime in this 
case,” McGuire said. 

Nic Meier and Brasier had been dat-
ing for about two years, though Meier had 
been away on military leave for most of 
the second. He had been home on leave 
for almost two weeks when the accident 
happened - time his mother said yesterday 
she will cherish for the rest of her life. 

He and Brasier were driving south 
on Route 4 in Boscawen late at night on 
March 28, 2004, and were traveling behind 
another couple. Some offi cers who inves-
tigated the crash suspected the cars may 
have been racing, though no one involved 
in the accident has corroborated that. 

Brasier was driving behind the other 
car, and the passengers in that car re-

ported that they had lost sight of Brasi-
er for a while, then she came up right 
behind them on Route 4. Shortly after 
midnight, on a straightaway, she sud-
denly veered off the road and slammed 
into a group of trees near the Goodhue 
Road intersection, the police said. 

Police offi cers found a horrifi c scene 
and said Brasier’s car was wrapped 
around a tree. Brasier was airlifted to 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
in Lebanon, where she was treated for 
injuries to her legs and feet. Meier was 
dead at the scene. 

The offi cers who investigated the ac-
cident estimated that Brasier’s car had 
probably been driving at an average 
speed of 72 miles an hour, said Susan 
Venus, assistant Merrimack County at-
torney. But the data retrieval system in 
the car’s airbags reported that fi ve sec-
onds before the car crashed, it was go-
ing full-throttle at 105. 

Brasier had broken bones in her legs 
and feet, and she has been fi tted with 
metal rods she will have for the rest 
of her life. Since the accident, she has 
fallen into depression and thought about 
killing herself, Topham said. 

“Marie has had a very diffi cult time 
dealing with the fact that because of 
driving at an excessively high speed, she 
caused the death of someone she cared 
for greatly,” Topham said. “She has said 
she wished it was her who died.” 

Members of Meier’s family also rec-
ognize how much Brasier has suffered, 
Lisa Meier said. 

“I realize this past year has been as 
hard for you as for us,” she said, turning 
tearfully to look at Brasier. 

McGuire said she appreciated the 
Meier family’s generosity in wanting 
to spare Brasier a harsh sentence but 
said she wouldn’t accept less than nine 
months of prison time. Brasier agreed 
to the sentence. 

In addition to the time she will serve 
at the state prison in Goffstown and 
the appearances she will make later, 
Brasier will be required to perform 200 
hours of community service and for-
mally apologize to the Meiers, if they 
wish. Her driver’s license has also been 
revoked for seven years. 

By Annmarie Timmins
Concord Monitor staff

Condensed with permission from the 
Concord Monitor

A year ago, Deana Crucitti didn’t 
think prison was punishment enough 
for the man who slammed his vehicle 
into hers on Carter Hill Road, killing 
her unborn daughter and seriously in-
juring Crucitti and her 3-year-old son. 

But in a courtroom yesterday, Crucitti, 
of Andover, asked a judge to spare Jamie 
Brace, 33, jail time so he could instead 
teach the public about the consequences 
of inattentive driving. Brace, of Salis-
bury, was looking at his truck’s tempera-
ture gauge when he hit Crucitti’s car on 
Jan. 10, 2004. The police said he was not 
speeding and had not been drinking. Cru-
citti, 29, was 16 days from her due date. 

“This is the fi rst time I’ve seen you, 
and I have a lot to say,” Crucitti told 
Brace yesterday as he cried. “I had a lot 
of hatred, but now, I wish you no harm 
or ill. Just please share this story. I want 
everyone to hear this story and hear 
what happened and to learn from it.” 

Brace, who insisted on pleading 
guilty rather than going to trial, de-
clined to speak in the courtroom or to a 
reporter yesterday. Instead, he asked to 
meet with Crucitti and her family after-
ward to apologize privately. 

Brace faced up to a year in jail under 
the state’s relatively new vehicular as-
sault charge. Judge Kathleen McGuire 
agreed to sentence Brace to commu-
nity service instead, but she increased 
the prosecutor’s suggestion of 50 hours 
to 200. With some of that time, Brace 
-with Crucitti’s help - will make a video 
about the dangers of inattentive driving 
for driver’s education students. 

McGuire said she wants to approve 
the video’s quality and message before 
it is distributed. “I do think this is an 
opportunity for you to have something 
positive to come of this,” McGuire told 
Brace. “And I think (inattentive driving) 
is getting to be a huge problem. You can 
hardly drive two miles without seeing a 
driver using a cell phone.” 

McGuire also addressed Crucitti, her 
husband and their family, all of whom 
joined Crucitti in extending kindness to 
Brace at yesterday’s sentencing. 

“I am moved by the great generos-
ity of spirit you have demonstrated, 
and I am impressed by the compassion 
you have shared,” she said. “It would 

be very easy and more human, I sup-
pose, to be bitter. You have shown great 
bravery to come in here today. And you 
have shown great compassion.” 

Compassion didn’t come immedi-
ately for Crucitti, and when it did, it was 
thanks to her 5-year-old son, Alex, who 
was also injured in the accident. 

When Brace and Crucitti collided, 
she was taking Alex, then 3, to the doc-
tor for a bleeding eardrum. He was so 
sick and upset, Crucitti let him forgo the 
car seat in the back and buckled him in 
the front, beside her. Before long, Alex 
was asleep, slumped against the door. 

An investigator told Crucitti later 
that Alex would have fared far worse 
had he been in the back. When Brace 
hit their vehicle, the passenger-side 
airbag infl ated and enveloped Alex 
from shattering glass and a more 
forceful blow, Crucitti said. Her in-
juries, on the other hand, were much 
worse. She still limps and relies on a 
crutch. The head-on collision broke 
several of Crucitti’s bones and col-
lapsed her lungs. It also killed her un-
born daughter, Sarah Rose. 

Crucitti spent two weeks in the in-
tensive care unit and nearly a month in 
the hospital. From the fi rst moments 
after the accident, however, Alex was 
concerned for Brace. “He’d say, ‘Why 
is that man’s mouth bleeding?’” Crucitti 
said. “He wanted to know if that man 
was going to be okay.” 

Crucitti said her son still asks after 
him, and that has helped her begin to 
forgive Brace. “I’ve learned compassion 
from my son,”she said. “(Children) are 
so innocent. I am learning to forgive.” 

Nathan Crucitti met Brace at the 
hospital the day of the accident. He said 
Brace and his wife have continuously 
asked after his wife and son. Yesterday, 
Nathan Crucitti told Brace, who is mar-
ried with two young daughters, that he 
hoped he and his family could move 
on. He vowed to do the same and asked 
Brace to pray for his daughter. 

Nathan Crucitti’s father and Deana 
Crucitti’s sister also spoke to Brace dur-
ing the sentencing. Crucitti’s father, Mike, 
said the accident has inspired a deeper, 
unconditional love among the extended 
family. Crucitti’s sister, Jodi Beaudry of 
Concord, told Brace she hopes his com-
munity service will save a life. 

After the sentencing, she approached 
Brace and his wife and hugged them. 

Woman Pleads Guilty In Crash

‘I am learning to forgive.’

Please encourage everyone you know 
to recycle. The town saves thousands of 
dollars in tipping fees as well as selling 
the recycled materials on the market. 

The markets we intend to use are 
through the Northeast Resource Recov-
ery Association, which researches the 
markets to make sure the materials are 
actually being recycled and not dumped 
somewhere else. 

If the paper recycling is successful, 
we will be able to start recycling plas-
tics by the end of the summer.

See you at the Recycle Center!

Our People 
Make The Difference
Any insurance agency can sell 
you insurance, but when you’re 
looking for an expert in a par-
ticular type of insurance, call the 
A.W. Frost Agency, Inc.

Whether you need personal, busi-
ness, professional, life, or other 
insurance services, call one of 
our “specialists”... in a fi eld where 
“people make the difference.”
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Top Quality Bicycles From Top Quality Bicycles From 
Specialized & JamisSpecialized & Jamis

What’s your riding passion? Freedom What’s your riding passion? Freedom 
of single track, heart-pounding ac-of single track, heart-pounding ac-
tion of the open road or enjoyment of a tion of the open road or enjoyment of a 
cruise down a country lane with friends, cruise down a country lane with friends, 
BLACKWATER Ski & Cycle has your BLACKWATER Ski & Cycle has your 
ride. Check out our selection of clothing ride. Check out our selection of clothing 
by Pearl Izumi and Louis Garneau, ac-by Pearl Izumi and Louis Garneau, ac-
cessories and a top-notch service depart-cessories and a top-notch service depart-
ment. Experience the BLACKWATER ment. Experience the BLACKWATER 
Ski & Cycle difference, where quality Ski & Cycle difference, where quality 
meets value, Routes 4 & 11, Andover, meets value, Routes 4 & 11, Andover, 
across from Proctor Academy.across from Proctor Academy.

Tel: 735-5437, BlackwaterSkiShop.com
Tue-Sat 9 AM to 5 PM, Sun: noon to 4

Merrimack County 
Budget Resolution
For the 12 Months Ending 12/31/05

Appropriations
Debt Service 3,135,763
Delegation 8,500
Administration 501,913
Adm/Acct 257,598
Information Technology 357,422
Purchasing 154,567
County Attorney 1,656,797
Medical Referee 50,000
Pre-Trial/Diversion 849,936
Domestic Violence Grant 55,599
Register of Deeds 907,897
Sheriff 2,026,249
Sheriff Dispatch 455,374
Sheriff Security Grant 28,976
Concord Complex Maintenance 398,734
Human Services 11,192,326
Grant Agencies 300,945
County Conservation District 41,398
Visitation Grant 274,421
Visitation Safe Haven Grant 42,877
Visitation Access Grant 26,750
Nursing Home 23,180,344
Corrections 8,036,630
Corrections/Academy 127,600
UNH Cooperative Extension 403,487
Community Dev. Block Grant 300,000
Other 629,500
Total Appropriations $55,401,603

Revenue Estimates
Adm/Acct 173,000
County Attorney 70,500
Pre-Trial/Diversion 59,000
Registry of Deeds 2,165,000
Sheriff Department 455,000
Sheriff Dispatch 155,158
Sheriff Radar Gun Grant 790
Sheriff Security Grant 28,976
Human Services 510,886
Nursing Home 19,713,378
Corrections 319,700
Capital Reserve 35,000
UNH Cooperative Extension 39,960
Community Dev. Block Grant 300,000
Other Revenue & Encumbrances 340,183
Prior Year Fund Balance 1,000,000
Total Revenue other than taxes 
 $25,366,531
Difference (to be raised through taxes)
 $30,035,072

The exact impact of the County 
budget on our tax bills in Andover 
won’t be known until October.

New Hampshire 
Legislature News
By James Danforth
State Representative

The last week of March and the fi rst 
week of April saw over 200 bills moved in 
the New Hampshire House. All of my votes 
can be seen on the House Web page. Visit 
GenCourt.State.NH.US and click “Voting 
Records” at the bottom of the page. 

With 400 members, the House de-
pends on committees to review pending 
legislation and provide sound advice. I 
respect the work of the committees and 
unless I have strong objections I tend 
to support the advice of the committee 
and the Republican majority. 

Of the eleven votes on major issues 
facing the state, I broke with the party 
only on the minimum wage bill. I sup-
ported raising the minimum wage of 
$5.15 per hour by $1 per hour over the 
next 18 months. Currently, minimum 
wage produces an annual income of 
about $11,000 a year. The increase ap-
proved by the House will increase this 
to about $13,000 per year. 

Since the House last looked at the 
minimum wage, we have increased fees, 
the State budget, and fi nes in recogni-
tion that the cost of goods is increasing. 
I feel that with our current low unem-
ployment level, it is time to raise the 
minimum wage. New Hampshire will 
still have the lowest minimum wage of 
all the New England states.

The vote on the expansion of the 
Sunapee Resort was a tough one. I sup-
port keeping State park land undevel-
oped, but House Bill 419 was an attempt 
to make an end run around the contract 
approved by the House, the Senate, the 
Governor’s Council, and the Governor 
several years ago. I voted to support the 
signed contract, not expansion.
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Serving Dinner From 5:30

Chef’s Daily Specials
Featuring uniquely prepared 

Meats, Seafoods and 
Daily made Pastas

Sinful Sweets
Extensive Wine List

Chef Owned & Operated

SERVING DINNER FROM 5:30
REHEARSAL DINNERS • PRIVATE PARTIES

BANQUETS

Closed Sunday & Monday

AMY SCHNEIDER M.D.

FAMILY 
MEDICINE
8 Lawrence Street

PO Box 120
Andover

735-4363 phone
735-4364 fax

Weekdays by 
Appointment

Spring Ledge Farm

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
Saturday 9-5:30
Sundays 10-3
526-6253

Our Own Vegetable Transplants, Unique Annuals
& Perennials grown here on the farm using IPM

(Integrated Pest Management), beneficials, organic
practices & local gardening expertise.

37 Main St.
New London, NH 03257

www.springledgefarm.com
for calendar of events

Plants & Information for Gardeners of All Varieties
Seeds, compost, pots, soil, organic fertilizer.

Traffi c Advisory
From the Beacon Traffi c ’Copter

Traffi c on sections of Route 11 
between Hoyt Road and Webster 
Lake is limited to one lane during 
the day, Monday through Saturday. 
To avoid delays, consider alternate 
routes between Andover and Frank-
lin, including Flaghole Road.
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The Newly Renovated

NEW LONDON INN
AND RESTAURANT

Luxury Amenities • Fine Dining

The New London Inn • 353 Main Street 
PO Box 8 • New London NH 03257

800 526-2791 • 603 526-2791 • 603 526-2749 fax
newlondoninn@excite.com

www.newlondoninn.net

New Spring Menu

April 4
Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectman Andy Guptill and Roger God-
win, Town Administrator Mark Stetson

Road Agent John Thompson met 
with the Board and reported that there 
had been numerous roads that had areas 
eroded by two recent heavy rains. He 
noted that most of these are the “typi-
cal” areas. He told the Board that he has 
been trucking gravel from the stockpile 
at the transfer station to fi ll washouts 
and also that he has replaced several 
culverts that had failed. 

The Board met with Bill Johnson 
from 690 Raccoon Hill Road, who 
showed the Board pictures he said were 
of damage to his property as a result of a 
recent heavy rain during which, he told 
the Board, rushing water had brought 
silt and other debris into his yard. He 
also told the Board that he believes the 
water was channeled down Raccoon 
Hill Road and that, because one or more 
culverts under the road that are upslope 
of his property were not functioning, 
the Town should be responsible for the 
cost to return his property to its prior 
condition. Godwin suggested the Board 
should fi rst fi nd out what happened and 
then determine who might be liable. 

The Board then met with Charles 
and Katie Keyser from 32 Keyser Road, 
who presented photos of their property 
depicting what they allege to be erosion 
damage that occurred during another 
recent heavy rain. They said that wa-
ter was sheeting down the hill opposite 
their house and that it could not enter a 
catch basin adjacent to the road that was 
designed to collect and divert that water 
as the basin’s inlet had leaves covering 
it. Fenton committed to providing a re-
sponse to the Keyser’s within a week as 
to how or if the Town will provide any 
assistance with their issue. 

The Board then met with Frank and 
Holly Cochrane who asked that a culvert 
be removed that carries water from one 
side of Monticello Drive to the other ad-
jacent to their property. Mr. Cochrane 
claims that the water fl owing through 
this culvert is fl ooding his property. He 
provided a copy of a letter delivered to 
the Board about four years ago seeking a 
reduction in the assessment of his proper-
ty due to such water. He also complained 
that the police took no action in response 
to his recent call to them to assist with 
his water problems. Ms. Cochrane told 
the Board that she is concerned about 
the possibility that more rain will result 
in even higher water levels. 

Regarding the pending sale of the 
property on Chase Hill Road, Godwin 
observed that there was language in the 
proposed sales contract with the pro-
spective buyer that was not acceptable. 
He will contact the buyer’s representa-
tive to come up with an agreement with 
better wording. 

The Board reviewed correspondence 
from New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation in which the State is 

Board Of Selectmen turning over to the Town, for all future 
maintenance responsibilities, the bridge 
over the railroad right of way on Maple 
Street. Guptill commented that there 
were still two issues related to the re-
cent work done there by the State which 
he opined should be addressed by State 
forces. There is a drainage problem in 
the approach on the Route 11 side and 
also he recalls that a State offi cial had 
committed to cutting several trees in 
the railroad right of way on the east side 
of the bridge to improve sight distance 
in that direction.  

The Board acknowledged receipt of 
correspondence from the Town’s attor-
ney opining that the petition presented 
to the Board requesting a special Town 
Meeting to reconsider the decision [to 
abandon the Town’s right of way inter-
est in the Class 6 portion of Sam Hill 
Road] made at this year’s Town Meeting 
cannot be acted upon, as once a Town 
Meeting is closed, a future meeting 
cannot reconsider any decision made 
at that meeting. The Board decided to 
await any action by the petitioners.

The Board ratifi ed approval of ap-
proximately 75 existing applications 
for veteran’s property tax credits. The 
Board also approved four newly-fi led 
veteran’s tax credit applications.

The Board signed a new version of 
the Town’s road name list including the 
change in classifi cation to Sam Hill Road, 
pursuant to the Town Meeting vote. 

The Board approved a Current Use 
application for property owned by Ger-

rish Trust and located off of Elbow 
Pond Road. 

The Board reviewed and approved 
a sign permit application for Jackie 
Adams for a real estate offi ce in the for-
mer Bowie’s Market store building [in 
East Andover]. 

The Board then met with Police Chief 
Glenn Laramie who asked the Board to 
consider revising the Town’s paid holi-
day benefi t schedule, which includes 
six days for the Police Department, to 
coincide with the Town Offi ce schedule 
of nine. Prior to making any decisions 
on the matter, the Board asked Laramie 
to survey other towns similar in popula-
tion to Andover and provide the results 
at the next meeting.

Selectman Fenton then left the meeting. 
The Board then met with Paul, 

Cherry, and Les Fenton to discuss the 
Fentons’ plans to continue the Fenvale 
subdivision project. Paul Fenton told 
the Board that he is considering con-
structing about 700 feet of Fenvale 
Road to provide frontage for two lots 
as depicted on the original plan and a 
third that would comprise the balance 
of the remainder. He asked the Board 
to agree to allow the construction and 
to consider selecting an engineer to 
monitor for the Town compliance with 
the Town’s regulations and with the 
existing plans that were approved by 
the Town back in the late 1980s. The 
Board agreed to take the request under 
advisement. 

By Glenn Laramie
Chief, Andover Police Department

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 129 calls for service during 
the period March 15 through April 15. 
Here is a partial list.

Investigated suspicious persons on 
Beech Hill Road and Depot Street

Responded to a violation of a protec-
tive order on Main Street

Took a report of reckless driving on 
Switch Road

Responded to a domestic distur-
bance on Putney Road

An assault was called in on Currier 
Road

Investigateed a harassment com-
plaint on Overlook Drive

Issued 59 motor vehicle warnings 
and served six summons
Arrests

Laurie Dunlop of Andover, age 37, 
for cruelty to animals

Tammy Weir of Andover, age 37, for 
bad checks

Verne Cochrane of Andover, age 45, 
for disorderly conduct, obstruction, and 
encroachment

Michael Levesque of Andover, age 
47, for breach of bail
Drive Carefully

Reminder to all motorists: Please 
stop for red fl ashing lights on school 
buses. There is an enhanced penalty for 
failure to do so. Please drive carefully.

Police 
Blotter
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Sgt. Joe Mahoney (left) receives his 
new badge from Chief Glenn Laramie 
after being promoted from patrol-
man. Photo by Charlie Darling

See Selectmen  on page 6
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Planning Board

By Fred Lance
Andover Fire Department

Members of the Andover Fire De-
partment have been hard at work on the 
station addition approved at this year’s 
district meeting. The addition includes 
a meeting room, kitchen area, Air pack 
and gear wash room, bathrooms with 
showers, and offi ces. 

Past improvements include new 
doors to the front of the station to ac-
commodate the larger size of today’s 
fi re apparatus, a new metal roof, and a 
new ceiling inside the existing station. 

Glenn Haley and Justin Smith, both of the Andover Fire Department, hard 
at work on the new addition.  Photo by Fred Lance

Andover Fire Department
“This addition will allow us to 

house all of our existing fi re appara-
tus under one roof, as well as provide 
enough space for monthly meetings 
without having to pull a truck out,” 
commented Fire Chief John Landry. 
“It will also provide the town with a 
decontamination area in case of a Haz-
ardous Materials incident.”

Andover Fire Department would like 
to thank the following area businesses 
for their donations: Rockwood Excava-
tion, Clarke and Company Earthworks, 
and Cullen Concrete.

April 18
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectman Andrew Guptill, Town Ad-
ministrator Mark Stetson

Jon Champagne presented photo-
graphs that he said he had taken de-
picting pooling water on Pinewood 
Lane and also showing water draining 
through a ditch that he had dug early 
in the winter. He asked the Board for 
a release of further obligation to the 
drainage problem in that area. The 
Board denied his request until such 
time as he has satisfi ed Road Agent 
John Thompson that whatever struc-
tures are installed will work. 

Thompson acknowledged that the ditch 
worked this year; however he expressed 
concern that in the future there may be 
times during the winter months that frost 
might block water from snowmelt or rain-
storms from penetrating the ditch and 
the roadway could fl ood. Thompson and 
Champagne agreed to meet at the site on 
Thursday to further discuss the situation 
and possible solutions. 

The Board again discussed Armand 
Boisvert’s offer to install another cul-
vert on Sam Hill Road if the Town pur-
chased the culvert. The Board will get 
a cost estimate on the culvert before 
making a decision. 

Thompson asked the Board to con-
sider continuing a fuel adjustment 
system on a year-round basis to com-
pensate equipment owners for the cur-
rently high fuel costs. The timing of 
the current program coincides with the 
State’s, which is seasonal and expired 
at the end of March. The Board asked 
Stetson to investigate and determine 
whether or not the methodology of the 
State’s system could be replicated by 
the Town. 

Stetson reported that Hansen Con-
struction Company is the apparent low 
bidder for construction of the Dyers 
Crossing Road Bridge. The Board au-
thorized Stetson to sign the formal ac-
ceptance documentation after confi r-
mation is received from the consulting 
engineer and after approval of the con-
tract language from New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation. 

The Board then met with Patrick 
O’Hagen who is asking the Town to 
assist in installing curbing adjacent 
to his property at the corner of Chan-
nel Road and Maple Street. Several 
years ago, the Board approved a plan 
for O’Hagen to do the work, however, 
he told the Board that he has not been 
able to complete the project because 
of the cost to do so. Fenton suggest-
ed O’Hagen meet with Road Agent 
Thompson at the site to review the 
plan, and that Thompson present a cost 
estimate for the Board to consider. The 
Board then asked Stetson to review the 
Town’s current assessment of the prop-
erty to verify its accuracy.

Stetson reported that the planned 
sale of the property on Chase Hill Road 
is still on track for a closing on April 

Selectmen  from page 5 25. [Update: The sale fell through at 
closing. The Board plans to talk to the 
next-highest bidder.] 

Stetson reported that the Town 
has been approved to receive a grant 
from the New Hampshire Bureau of 
Emergency Management to revise the 
Town’s emergency management plan 
to meet new federal guidelines. The 
Board authorized Stetson to sign the 
necessary documents to further the 
process. 

The Board signed correspondence 
to be sent to Adelphia requesting that 
the company comply with a condition 
of the franchise agreement that re-
quires the company to extend the dis-
tribution system for cable each year. 
The company has not been in compli-
ance for several years. 

The Board acknowledged receipt of 
correspondence from a licensed for-
ester acting on behalf of Ray Hollins 
that the Board determined satisfi es a 
request for information that the Town 
made of a previous owner in 1991 re-
garding a Current Use application. The 
Board directed Stetson to revise the 
property assessment based upon the 
documentation provided.  

The Board ratifi ed approval of sev-
eral existing applications for veteran’s 
property tax credits and approved 
three newly-fi led veteran’s credit ap-
plications.

The Board approved Current Use 
applications for property owned by 
Mark Stetson and also for property 
owned by Grace Stetson.

Fenton disqualifi ed himself for any 
discussion regarding Fenvale Road, 
and without a quorum of Board mem-
bers present, discussion was tabled un-
til the next meeting. 

The Board then met with Police 
Chief Glenn Laramie who reported 
that the number of calls for service 
jumped up during the previous 30-day 
period. He also told the Board that he 
has promoted Offi cer Mahoney to the 
position of Sergeant effective imme-
diately. The Board approved revising 
the Town’s full-time employee manu-
al so that the Police Department and 
Town Offi ce observe the same holiday 
schedule. Laramie requested the Road 
Agent re-install No Parking signs 
along Channel Road.

After updating the Board on the 
current status of contract negotiations 
between the Concord Regional Solid 
Waste/Resource Recovery Coopera-
tive and Wheelabrator Technologies, 
Inc., the Board approved Stetson’s sug-
gestion that Andover vote for the Co-
op to sign a fi ve-year extension option 
at the upcoming Co-op meeting.

The Board took no further action 
regarding the petition to convene a 
special town meeting. 

The Board decided to send cor-
respondence to a property owner on 
Raccoon Hill Road informing him 
that the Town will not be a party to any 
work done on his property in conjunc-
tion with the heavy rains that occurred 
a couple of weeks ago. 

April 12
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Joe 

Stearns; Keith Pfeifer; Roger Godwin; 
Wood Sutton, alternate, appointed to 
Eric Johnson’s position.

Offi cers were elected by unanimous 
vote of the Board: Chair, Don Gould; 
Vice-Chair, Eric Johnson; Secretary, Joe 
Stearns; Recording Secretary, Lisa Meier.

Determination of Completeness: 
Minor Subdivision – Richard W. San-
born, Jr. & Karen L. Sanborn, Route 
4A. Colin Brown, agent for Richard and 
Karen Sanborn, presented a plan for the 
proposed subdivision and requested 
several waivers. The Board unanimous-
ly granted the waivers and unanimously 
deemed the application complete.

Public Hearing: Minor Subdivision – 
Richard W. Sanborn, Jr. & Karen L. San-
born, Route 4A. The proposal is to divide 
out 5.00 acres, including the present resi-
dence, from the 47-acre parent lot. There 
being no discussion, the Board unani-
mously approved the minor subdivision.

Public Hearing: Site Plan Review 
– Andover Fire Department, expansion 
of existing station. Les Fenton presented 
the proposed expansion and indicated 
that there was a discrepancy of the lot 
line between the plan and the deed. A 
copy of the deed and a written expla-
nation of the deed along with a request 
for waivers were presented. The previ-
ously requested computation of imper-
vious surface was calculated at 10,050 
square feet, which is less than half of the 

area.  The Board unanimously granted 
the waivers. The Board unanimously 
deemed the application complete and 
unanimously approved the site plan. 

Preliminary Consultation: Site Plan 
Review – Don Gross, Farm Stand, Main 
Street / Route 11. Gross presented a plan 
for a seasonal fund-raising project for the 
4H to include sales of produce through 
donations for sponsorship of activities. 
Firewood, hay, and straw would also be 
sold. The plan is for a 4'x8' or 4'x10' shed 
on wheels or skids. It will not be perma-
nent and there will be no utilities. The 
existing drive would be utilized, and the 
commercial use of the driveway needs to 
be updated with the State. After review-
ing a map of the lot, the Board unani-
mously agreed that in view of the use, 
it would be suffi cient to notify the four 
abutters closest to the actual site of the 
proposed use. The Board unanimously 
deemed the application complete.

Determination of Appropriateness: 
Residence in Forest/Agricultural District, 
Pierre Bedard as agent for John D’Andrea, 
494 South Short Street. Bedard presented 
the approved subdivision which includes 
the location of the proposed residence on 
the second lot. Bedard indicated that there 
was a structure of this size previously; the 
soil is the same as lot 1 and suitability was 
approved for lot 1; septic approval by the 
State was received and the mobile home  
now on the lot will be removed upon 
completion of the home. The Board unan-
imously deemed the site appropriate.

Discussion: Rules for Planning Board. 
The Planning Board proposes to increase 

See Planning  on page 13
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April 13
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Jerry Hersey, Bob Ward, 

Kathy Ordway, Doug Goodin, Tina 
Cotton, Peter Southworth

Discussion with Don Gould regard-
ing his dock on Highland Lake. Don is 
renovating/improving two docks on his 
approximately 170' of lake frontage. He 
needs approval because one dock loca-
tion is on the property lot boundary. The 
Commission unanimously approved the 
application for the Minimum Impact Ex-
pedition Application.

Treasurer’s Report: Tina noted there 
is currently $300 in our budget and $180 
will remain after she buys the revised 
Conservation Commission handbooks.

Conservation easement on Jelleme 
land. Lisa Jelleme-Miller and Ricker 
Miller brought a proposed Conserva-
tion Easement Deed for the Commis-
sion to review. It was noted the cabin/
shed would need to be excluded from 
the Current Use tax assessment as 
new regulations exclude all buildings. 

Conservation Commission

By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

It’s brushfi re season! Grass, leaves, 
and brush are dry from winter-kill, and 
the new green plants have not yet taken 
hold. All it takes is a very small fl ame, a 
little wind, and we are off and running 
for the equipment. 

In Andover, brushfi res are under the 
command of our Forest Fire Warden, 
Stephen Barton. The warden, deputy 
wardens, and fi refi ghters are trained by 
the State to fi ght outside fi res. Command 
of all large outside fi res is under the con-
trol of the Forest Fire Service. 

The Forest Fire Service maintains 
a large cache of equipment around the 
state to be called in to help a commu-
nity with a large outside fi re. Specially 
trained wardens are also called to help 
with everything from communications 
to high pressure forestry pumps. A small 
town will quickly exhaust available re-
sources without outside help.

Andover is also under the watchful 
eye of forestry people in the fi re towers 
during the day. Kearsarge, Belknap, and 
Cardigan towers are manned from spring 
through fall. As burning permits are not 
allowed before fi ve in the evening, any 
smoke reported by the tower will get the 
attention of the fi re department.

A permit is required for burning out-
side. The permit will allow you to burn 
brush, grass, or leaves between the hours 

East Andover Fire Department

By Douglas Boisvert
Andover School Board

The Board would like to thank the 
community members for all their sup-
port at the Andover School District 
Meeting in March. There were many 
items to vote upon. There seemed to 
be little to no discussion on most of the 
items. We (the School Board) take that 
as a compliment. It makes us feel we 
are doing the right thing for the students 
as well as the community. We use the 
annual School District Meeting as a ba-
rometer to our progress. Thanks again 
for all your support.

The School Board would like to rec-
ognize The Andover Beacon for its out-
standing coverage and accurate details 
and information leading up to the School 
District Meeting. “Great job, all.”

The April School Board meeting is 
our organizational meeting. Mr. Mar-
tin calls the meeting to order and then 
calls for nominations for Chairperson. 
Once a Chairperson is elected, he or 

School Board News

The Commission will look at the deed 
and let the Jellemes know our approv-
al or concerns by April 22. 

Discussion of the Master Plan Update.
Review of CCAP Work Program: 

Discussion on the Work Plan for Natu-
ral Resources Inventory was tabled un-
til our April 27 meeting.

Theodore Lot on Bradley Lake: Bob 
reported that the water commissioners 
appealed to the ZBA to repeal their de-
cision to grant a building permit on this 
lot, but the appeal was denied. There was 
discussion of how to preserve this parcel 
and Bob will call the Theodores about 
their ideas on the land. The Commission 
has concerns that a house, with its sep-
tic and water requirements, on a third of 
an acre, all located so close to the Water 
District’s input pipe, may compromise 
the Town’s public water supply.

Sam Hill Road abandonment was 
briefl y discussed.

Alternate members to serve on the 
ACC: Bob spoke to Mary Anne Broshek 
and she is available and interested in at-
tending our May 11 meeting. Lincoln 
Charles cannot join us at this time.

of 5 PM and 9 AM. With a permit, burn-
ing is allowed during the day when it is 
raining. The permit also lists other spe-
cifi c requirements.

The wardens will look at the material 
you wish to burn and advise you how to 
keep your fi re safe and under control.

Outside fi res quickly become very la-
bor intensive and equipment intensive. The 
cost of an outside fi re, unlike a structure 
fi re, is billable to the person responsible. 
Remember, if you light it, you own it.

For an outside burning permit, call 
Stephen Barton at 735- 5984, John 
Thompson at 735-6443, or John Landry 
at 735-6935.

she then presides and calls for nomina-
tions for a Vice Chairperson. Once the 
Vice Chairperson is elected, then the 
Board appoints a Deputy Treasurer. 
Your Chairperson for this year is Doug 
Boisvert, and the Vice Chairperson is 
David Hewitt. The Deputy Treasurer is 
Doug Boisvert.

Also at the April meeting we direct-
ed the SAU to draft a letter to send to 
the government requesting they pay the 
full 40% funding for Special Education. 
This was asked of us by the community 
at the School District Meeting. 

We also discussed the facility study 
and plans to move forward. We will be 
meeting with the people from the New 
Hampshire School Boards Association 
to start the process. We will keep you 
updated as information arrives.

Your Andover School Board meets 
at AE/MS on the fi rst Tuesday of ev-
ery month at 6:30 PM. We encourage 
people to attend with any questions or 
concerns they might have.

KayaK CountrYKayaK CountrY
Kayaking on the Blackwater
Kayak Basics - Instruction, safety, mini-tour. 
Reg. $29, for May: 2 for 1 at $15 each!
Fast Water Tour - Sundays 1 to 3 PM. 
$45 rental and instruction, $35 with your yak.
Flat Water Tour - Saturdays 2 to 5 PM. Old 
Town kayaks & canoes, instruction and rental. 
$45 / $35

Call 735-5000 to reserve your spot!
Kayak Country • Junction Routes 11 & 4A • Andover
For kayak and canoe prices, visit KayakCountry.com

Retirement Planning?
Contact Rick Biron!

A major life-changing event like your retirement requires signifi cant fi nancial 
planning. Rick Biron is a Registered Investment Executive with Lake Sunapee 
Bank – Financial Services and our owned-affi liate, Charter New England 
Agency. Rick is licensed to assist you with your investment goals by offering 
mutual funds, annuities, and various insurance products, including life, 
disability, and long-term care.

 It’s never too soon or too late to begin planning your fi nancial future; 
contact Rick today at 526-2122 or toll free 800-281-5772 ext. 6121, e-mail: 
rbiron@lakesunbank.com, or visit Rick at the Main Street, New London offi ce.

Securities offered through representatives of Jefferson Pilot Securities Corporation. Member NASD/SIPC. Lake Sunapee Bank is 
separate from Jefferson Pilot Securities Corporation and is not a broker/dealer. Products and services available through Jefferson Pilot 
Securities Corporation are not insured by the FDIC or any other agency or instrumentality of the federal government, are not deposits or 
obligations of the bank or any affi liate of the bank and are subject to investment risks, including the possible loss of principal invested.

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Spring and summer clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 7 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall

and welcome 
your donations, 

your consignments, 
and you!
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By Tina Cotton
Andover Cable TV Committee

The Andover Cable TV Committee 
has always tried to address better service 
for townspeople. Right now we are try-
ing to renew the cable franchise with our 
provider, Adelphia, which is being sold. 
We know no more than you do about the 
future of Adelphia as a company.

In all probability, the company will 
be bought by another large cable pro-
vider. As a small town dealing with a 
fi nancially troubled large company, we 
know we don’t have much bargaining 
power. But here are a few things we 
hope the company will consider.

 • Basic cable TV of just a few sta-
tions, like channels 2 through 13, for an 
affordable monthly price of $10 or less. 
Many townspeople already subscribe 
to satellite providers; they only want 
local stations that they may not already 
be receiving, such as the Andover town 
channel, WMUR from Manchester, 
public TV from Durham, and a few 

By Judy Perreault
Fourth of July Committee

During the month of May, represen-
tatives for the Fourth of July Commit-
tee will be asking for donations. If you 
are not at home, they will leave a blue 
ticket that you can send directly to Irene 
Jewett, Box 36, East Andover, New 
Hampshire 03231. 

When you donate, your name is 
published in the offi cial Fourth of July 
program. All donations need to be in by 
the end of May to have your name pub-
lished. Of course, we will accept dona-

Cable TV Committee Trying 
To Get More From Adelphia

other stations from Boston and Burl-
ington. 

• Extending fi ber-optic cable to areas 
of town that have been denied access 
in the past. The company has a density 
requirement in its franchise agreement 
that states it will extend cable only if 
there are at least 25 houses without sat-
ellite service per “strand” mile. That 
would exclude most of the houses now 
receiving cable! 

We think all houses should be in-
cluded in the density calculation, wheth-
er they have a satellite dish or not. We 
would like satellite houses to be able to 
receive the basic, cheaper cable TV ser-
vice mentioned above as well as cable 
Internet service for much faster Internet 
experiences and downloads of stream-
ing video and audio. 

Whether the density calculation is 
negotiable is questionable, but even an 
extension of only one mile or even just 
one house per year would be a step in 
the right direction.

4TH OF JULY FUNDRAISING
tions anytime – the deadline is just for 
the program.

In the past, Andover residents have 
been very generous, and we thank you 
for your support. The fi reworks display 
is very expensive, as are some of the 
bands, and costs keep rising, as we all 
know. For a detailed list of expenses 
you can check the town report. 

For a small town I think we have a 
great Fourth of July celebration. The 
children especially look forward to the 
day. I hope everyone will consider mak-
ing a donation.

Your Neighborhood Experts
For information call

735-5444

LakeFarm.com
AndoverArea.com

Alan K. Thompson Insurance
For All

Your

Insurance

Needs

PO Box 190  • 10 Lawrence Street
Andover, NH  03216-0190

Ph:  603-735-5339  •  1-800-392-6532
Fax:  603-526-2903

insure@alankthompson.com

your Home

your Auto

your Business

your Finances

your Integrity

your Life

your Health

✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔



The Andover Beacon • May 2005 • Page 9

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

I Remember When...

“ I remember when the Andover 
Pizza Chef was the location of San-
born and Hamp Auto Sales. ”
 - Normalee Kenney
What do you remember? Let us know!

By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society re-
cently was delighted to accept the gener-
ous donation by Bob Ward of a “signature 
quilt” which he purchased in the early 
1970s at the Anna Roberts auction in East 
Andover. This is a very special type of 
quilt, where each of those involved signs 
her name to the blocks which she cre-
ates. The quilt is signed with many well-
known Andover names such as Eastman, 
Tuttle, Philbrick, and Marston.

Bob had this quilt documented and 
evaluated in February when the New 

Hampshire Quilt Documentation Proj-
ect, Phase II was at The Constant Quil-
ter in Potter Place. They placed the 
period of this quilt as mid eighteen hun-
dreds or Civil War. 

With the clues of the signatures on 
the quilt it may be possible for the His-
torical Society to identify more closely 
when it was made and perhaps even 
if the makers all belonged to the same 
church or other group.

The Historical Society owns two other 
quilts, both of which were documented in 
February. The fi rst is also a signature quilt, 
circa 1880. It is a potholder quilt, meaning 
that each square was pieced and quilted 
separately and then all sewn together; its 
pattern is Rising Sun. The names on this 
quilt were not recognized as local, but 
with some research it may be possible to 
discover exactly where it was created.

The other Andover Historical Soci-
ety quilt is a crazy quilt with embroi-

dery decorating the seams. Its age is 
dated as somewhat later than that of the 
two signature quilts, circa 1900.

Quilting, the technique of sewing 
two pieces of covering together with a 
fi lling between, held in place with top 
stitching, is an ancient Eastern art, the 
history of its origins lost to us. It ap-
pears to have been brought to Europe 
during the Crusades.

For centuries both rich and poor 
availed themselves of its benefi ts. It 
was used for mattresses, bed coverings, 
wall hangings, and clothing. The com-
mon man created protective “armor” by 
quilting fl ax tow between leather and 
canvas. The nobility quilted fi ne silk 
so that it would support the weight of 
heavy jewels sewn to it.

When most of us think of quilting 
we conjure the image of pieced work 
using small bits of fabric put together in 
pleasing patterns to create the top of a 
coverlet, throw or wall hanging, backed 
with fabric with a soft fi lling between 
the two layers and then quilted either by 
hand or machine.

The haphazard piece work that has come 
to be known as “crazy quilt” was used for 
many centuries and in many cultures.

Patchwork, which is planned and pat-
terned piece work, is a uniquely Ameri-
can folk art, invented out of the necessity 
for Colonial women to waste nothing and 
to fi nd a practical use for everything and 
the urge to create something beautiful. 

Some patchwork patterns are rela-
tively simple, while others require ex-
pert seamstresses to execute them. 
Housewives began to get together to 
complete the quilting process and quilt-
ing bees were part of the social fabric 
of the community. The quilt could be 
completed quickly while many women 
worked together on the project as they 
chatted, gossiped, and shared helpful 
information and news.

The Andover Historical Society’s Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse on Tucker 
Mountain Road, East Andover, has been listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The building is open to the public June through October on 
the second Sunday of the month from 1 PM to 3 PM.  Photo by Mary Hiller

Excerpts from John Eastman’s His-
tory of Andover 1751-1908 and from 
Ralph Chaffee’s History of Andover 
1900-1965

“ May 6, 1852 – A snow suffi cient for 
sleighing for one day. ” - selected by Ralph Doe

Find your own favorite glimpse of a 
June gone by! Send it to the Beacon 
by May 15 and we’ll publish it in the 
June issue. 

This Month In 
Andover History

Andover Historical Society Quilts

Bob Ward and the historic Andover 
signature quilt he donated recently to 
the Historical Society.
 Photo by Mary Hiller

Pancake
Breakfast
Saturday, May 14, 6:30 - 9:30
Masonic Hall on Cilleyville Road

All You Can Eat, Only $4
Don’t miss the Masons’ famous pan-
cakes and Freedom toast with real 
maple syrup. Sausage and bacon, 
coffee and orange juice - the second 
Saturday of every month, join our 
Potter Place feast and gab fest!

May Specials
Altos QuiltCut 2 Cutting System

15% Off
All Books
40% Off

Sewing Machine Clearance - over 50% off selected models

BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid
FRANKLIN
ANT IQUE
M A R K E T

361 Central Street
Franklin, NH 03235

Located  on Route 11
in Downtown Franklin

Open 7 Days 10-6

Tel: 603.934.2800
franklinantiques.com

The New Hamphire
Destination for Antiques
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I Remember When...

“ I remember taking our children 
to Bullfrog Junction in Cilleyville 
for ice cream. Bullfrog Junction 
was in the house next to the cov-
ered bridge. ”
 - Judy Evans
What do you remember? Let us know!

By Krista Katz
Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum

The Mount Kearsarge Indian Mu-
seum in Warner has a deep connection 
to Andover. Steve Lamb, former Board 
Chairman and son of the Co-Founder, 
Nancy Thompson, lives in Andover, as 
does Nelson Lebo, another long-time 
Trustee. Two newer friends of the Mu-
seum also reside in Andover: Marianne 
Fairall, a participant in the 2004 updat-
ing of the Museum’s Strategic Plan, 
and Janet Splan, a nonprofi t fi nancial 
expert who has volunteered to facilitate 
MKIM’s 2005 transition to a new, in-
ternal accounting system. 

These four Andover residents illus-
trate how much a nonprofi t can ben-
efi t and grow based on the generosity 
of volunteers whose differing talents 
contribute to an evolving institution. 
Sometimes, however, it all starts with 
one individual.

In 1929 Grand Chief Sachem Sil-
verstar visited a second grade class-
room and delivered a message that 
transformed the life of one young boy, 
Charles “Bud” Thompson. Silverstar 

emphasized the uniqueness of each in-
dividual and their connection to all oth-
er life. He told the children that within 
each of them was a special power, a 
talent, that could make the world a bet-
ter place and that he hoped to someday 
hear how each of them had made a posi-
tive difference. 

That same year, while on summer 
vacation at his grandfather’s farm in 
Connecticut, Bud found 
an arrowhead and his 
lifelong love of Ameri-
can Indian culture was 
born. The philosophy 
of Silverstar continues 
to resonate through the 
lives of Bud and Nancy 
and the Museum they founded.

The Thompsons were deeply troubled 
by the irreversible harm being done to the 
environment by greed and apathy. With 
the help of friends, Bud and Nancy set in 
motion a plan to create a unique museum 
to pass along Silverstar’s message. 

The artifacts in the Museum speak 
eloquently of the cultures of their cre-
ators, peoples who understood how to 
live harmoniously with the land so as 
to leave it fruitful and beautiful for gen-
erations to come. With this in mind, the 
Museum galleries, grounds, and gar-
dens were designed as teaching tools 
while also functioning as tranquility 
zones where visitors would fi nd respite 
from the hectic pace of modern life.

Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum Opens 2005 Season
In the 15 years since the founding of 

the Museum, over 200,000 visitors from 
all over the US and 34 foreign countries 
have experienced this museum dedicat-
ed to the spirit of the North American 
Indian. MKIM is also a favorite desti-
nation for educational school fi eld trips. 
In 2004 alone, over 6,500 youngsters 
visited and left amazed and informed.

Consider these statistics in the light 
of Silverstar’s brief 
visit. Can one hour, 
one person, change a 
life? Yes! An inspired 
teacher, Silverstar has 
passed away, but his 
message lives on and 
thousands of lives have 

been touched by his teachings. 
One man laid out a road map, a clear 

path to follow. One boy took that mes-
sage to heart and made it his life’s jour-
ney, and we are all the better for it.

The Museum’s 15th season begins 
on May 1. To kick off the 2005 sched-
ule, MKIM will proudly present two 
new exhibitions by very talented local 
artists. Cree Dreams: The Artwork of 
Grey Wolf Walks Far showcases the 
powerful artwork of Paul Fouliard. 
This exhibition, featuring hand crafted 
regalia, tools, and weapons, will be dis-
played in the Museum Lobby. 

The second exhibition, on display in 
the auditorium, is comprised of Petre-
fl ections, photographs by Kathy Lowe. 

These unique “turned” photographs of 
refl ections in still water reveal the hid-
den, magical faces of Nature. 

For our opening festival, Celebrate the 
Earth on Saturday, May 7 from 10 AM to 
4 PM, Kathy Lowe & Company will treat 
visitors to an intriguing performance art 
piece incorporating storytelling, music, 
and dance based on the personifi ed char-
acters discovered in the photographs. 

Other highlights of this one-day 
event are demonstrations by two Aben-
aki artists. Lenny Novak will lead a 
Create Your Own Dreamcatcher work-
shop and illustrator Rick Hunt will 
amaze visitors by illustrating a Native 
American story as it is told. 

Tom Wilkins will enlighten at-
tendees with his Nature Presentations. 
There will be a Native Foods Bake Sale, 
a Children’s Craft Tent, a Book Sale to 
benefi t the MKIM Library and tours 
of the newly renovated galleries. Join 
us for a drumming session (bring your 
own drum).

□ 3 lbs Bone-In Chicken Breasts □ 2 lbs Extra Lean Ground Round

□ 2 lbs London Broil Steak □ 5 lbs Shurfi ne Meat Wieners

□ 3 lbs Chuck Stew Beef □ 4 lbs Whole Chicken

□ 2 lbs Shurfi ne Sausage Hot or Sweet □ 5 lbs Roasting Chicken

□ 6 lbs Chicken Thighs □ 2 lbs Italian Meatballs

□ 2 lbs Pork Spare Ribs □ 2 lbs Boneless Pork Roast

□ 2 lbs Boneless Chuck Blade Steak □ 2 lbs Shurfi ne Pork Breakfast Sausage

□ 2 lbs Shurfi ne Bacon □ 3 lbs Southern Style Pork Ribs

□ 2 lbs Ground Chuck □ 2 lbs Lean Top Round Steak

□ 6 lbs Chicken Drumsticks □ 2 lbs Top Round Roast

□ 2 lbs Center-Slice Ham Steak □ 3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

□ 2.5 lbs Pork Sirloin Cutlets □ 2 lbs Beef Round Cube Steak

□ 3 lbs Breaded Chicken Patties □ 3 lbs Chicken Strips

Fresh Meat 
Cut Daily!

Please allow 48 hours notice. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities and to cor-
rect errors. Illustrations are for design purposes 
only and do not necessarily depict featured items.

M AY  
Freezer Buys
You  Choose the Items,
You  Choose the Price!

S u p p o r t  O u r  
A d v e r t i s e r s !

We couldn’t publish the Beacon 
without them. And be sure to 
thank them for advertising!
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For the past two months, volunteers 
at the Warner Historical Society have 
been digging into the Society’s collec-
tion of diaries, letters, photographs, and 
newspaper clippings from the late 1800s, 
bringing into focus a sense of what life 
was like in Warner more than a century 
ago. During the next nine months this 
raw material will be transformed into a 
documentary movie telling the dramatic 
story of a small New Hampshire town 
moving into the 20th century.

“We began this project knowing that 
Warner, like many towns in the region, 
went through profound changes from 
1870 to 1910,” said Rebecca Cours-
er, Research Director for the project. 
Courser’s own family has deep roots 
in the town, and she has been an ac-
tive member of the Warner Historical 
Society for years. “But we really didn’t 
know how well the period was repre-
sented in our archive. As it turns out, 
we have a large amount of material, and 
we are very excited to be able to bring it 
to life in a movie.”

The movie will be produced in a style 
similar to that popularized by histori-
cal documentary fi lmmakers like Ken 
Burns and will be between an hour and 
an hour and a half long. Much of the re-
search and production will be done by 
community volunteers, with guidance 
from writer and video producer George 

Packard, director of the project.
“There is a thrill in uncovering and 

understanding the texture and day-to-day 
details of history that I hadn’t expected 
until I got involved in the research,” said 
Packard. “You can spend days reading 
the diaries of a woman who was born in 
1830, getting to know her better than you 
know many of your best friends. And 
then at last a volunteer will fi nd a picture 
of her and you stop everything you are 
doing, awestruck to be staring into the 
eyes of someone who died half a century 
before you were born.”

Marcia Schmidt Blaine, Assistant 
Professor, Plymouth State University, 
is serving as the Project Historian and 
will help make the links in the movie 
from the place-based history of local 
lives and events in Warner to historical 
trends taking place at the regional and 
national level.

The Warner Historical Documentary 
Movie Project received initial funding 
from the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation, the New Hampshire Council 
on the Arts, the Warner Fall Foliage Festi-
val, and the New Hampshire Humanities 
Council. Local support will be provided 
by underwriting from area businesses 
and from individual donations.

For more information contact Proj-
ect Director George Packard at 456-
2286 or george@parrotcreek.com

The 120-plus voice Pemigewasset 
Choral Society has scheduled its 2005 
spring concert series for three commu-
nities around the Lakes Region in early 
May. Titled “Friends and Neighbors,” this 
program will also be presented in Prince 
Edward Island and Nova Scotia as part of 
the Choral Society’s fi ve-day tour to the 
Maritime Provinces in late June.

Concert dates are 7:30 PM on Thurs-
day, May 5 at Our Lady of The Lakes 
Church in Lakeport; 7:30 PM on Friday, 
May 6 at the St. Paul’s Catholic Church 
in Franklin; and 3:00 PM on Sunday, 
May 8 at the Hanaway Theatre at Plym-
outh State University in Plymouth.

Directed and accompanied by Plym-
outh State University music professor, 
Robert F. Swift and his wife, Margot 
W. Swift, the Pemi Choral Society will 
perform a wide range of musical styles, 

By Ray Mitchell
For the Beacon

Did you know that there are comput-
ers with Internet access in both of our 
Andover libraries? By signing in you 
will receive access to all the informa-
tion available on the World Wide Web.

Students often visit the library to 
do research for school assignments. Of 
course, young people are usually com-
puter savvy, so they fi nd their way around 
easily. They can “Google” a subject and 
receive a list of resources for a paper.

There is a printer on each comput-
er, so information or reports may be 
printed in the library. Keeping in touch 
is also important, so they can “Yahoo.” 
It’s a kid thing.

Those of us who are older may be 
cyberphobic (fearful of computers). 

Warner Historical Society At 
Work On Documentary Movie

Andover Libraries
Our librarians can show you a few 
simple steps to using the Internet. It is 
easy to type in a subject and then scan 
a list of resources. With a click you will 
have the information you need in front 
of you. Just move the mouse so that the 
arrow on the screen points to the sub-
ject you are exploring, then click (push 
the button) and read.

As summer people arrive, you will 
fi nd the computers busier. Many of the 
summer people don’t bring a computer 
on vacation. They can retrieve e-mail 
and send a message from the library. 

The library really is so much more 
than books!
Library Trustees Meeting

The Trustees will meet on May 19 
at 7:30 PM at the Bachelder Library in 
East Andover.

Pemi Choral Society Spring Concert Series
from Renaissance to contemporary, in-
cluding two opera choruses and several 
Canadian selections.

Guest artist clarinetist Deborah Gib-
son, an instructor at Plymouth College 
and Director of Music at Laconia High 
School, will perform fi rst as a soloist 
and then with the choir. Vocal soloists 
from the Choral Society include Ginny 
Barunas from Gilford, Christopher 
Clark from Ashland, and Dan Hale 
from Plymouth.

Also included in the program will be 
three original poems written by Pemi 
members on the theme “friends and 
neighbors.” All concerts are open to the 
public with admission by donation.

Call 535-2787 for additional informa-
tion on this concert series or 535-2334 
for information on the Pemigewasset 
Choral Society.

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

Are You Caring For A Loved One?
Could You Use A Helping Hand?

For assistance with medical care and activities of daily living, 
including...

Errands
Meals

Light Housekeeping
Bathing and Dressing

Respite Care
Overnight Care
Skilled Nursing

...please call Kathy Labbe at 526-4077

Homemakers and private duty nurses available through the 
Lake Sunapee Visiting Nurse Association. Two hour to 24 hour 

care, seven days a week.

FOREST  CONE  &  EVERGREEN  SHOP
On Kearsarge Valley Road at Route 11 in Wilmot 

If You’re Looking For Quality, 
Come See What We Have To Offer

Plants • Cut Flowers • Arrangements
Wreaths • Yankee Candles • Gifts

DON’T FORGET MOTHER’S DAY 
ON MAY 8TH!

Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-4 • 526-6397

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net
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By Eric Johnson
Tucker Mountain Maple Cooperative

As the fi nal cleaning up in the sugar 
house is completed, there is time to look 
back on the 2005 maple sugaring sea-
son. The general consensus from sev-
eral maple producers in the Andover 
area was that it was both a late season 
in terms of timing and a low season in 
terms of overall syrup production.

Traditionally the maple season gets 
underway in the Andover area around 
the end of February. This is generally 
when the weather begins to get warm 
enough during the day for the sap to 
begin fl owing. Daytime temperatures 
above freezing (ideally in the mid 40s) 
and nighttime temperatures below freez-
ing are the best for sap production.

This season, many local producers 
waited until after Town Meeting to tap, 
and most did not do their fi rst boil un-
til around the third weekend in March. 
This puts the season a full two weeks 
behind what is considered normal for 
this region of New England.

The following are a few “snapshots” 
of the season from local producers.

David Pilla, Woodlands Manager for 
Proctor Academy, placed his taps (or 
“tapped out”) this year in the third week 
of March. He oversees Proctor’s sugar-
bush, which totals roughly 300 taps. (A 
tap is one hole and bucket or tubing set-
up for collecting sap. Larger trees can 
carry several taps, while smaller trees 
traditionally have only one.)

Students are active participants in the 
sugaring process at Proctor, and all told, 
production this year was 22 gallons of 
syrup. This is down signifi cantly from a 
typical season which sees them produc-
ing closer to 50 gallons of syrup. Dave 
also noted that the grade of the syrup 
was down a bit this year as compared 
to others.

Everett Jones, a sugarer who lives 
on Maple Street in East Andover, also 

noted that the grade of syrup seemed 
to be lower this year. Everett operates a 
300-tap sugarbush which is located just 
up the hill from where the power lines 
cross Maple Street. He tapped out dur-
ing the fi rst week of March, but didn’t 
get enough sap for his fi rst boil until 
late in the third week of March. His to-
tal production this year was 33 gallons, 
also down from his more normal pro-
duction of 50 gallons.

Jeff Sweet, along with two of his broth-
ers, operates Sweet Maples Sugarhouse 
in Newbury. They are a larger, commer-
cial operation, collecting sap from their 
own 2,300-tap sugarbush. In addition, 
they purchase sap from other producers, 
bringing their total up to 3,300 taps. 

The season also started late for the 
Sweet Maples folks, with their fi rst boil 
coming on March 16, more than two 
weeks later than last year. According to 
Jeff, “For us, every other year has been 
good and bad, and this was our bad year 
in the cycle.” This year’s total produc-
tion of 330-plus gallons of syrup was 
down by more than half from last year.

In our own 150-tap sugaring op-
eration, the Tucker Mountain Maple 
Cooperative in East Andover, we also 
didn’t get our fi rst boil until the end of 
the third week in March. Our biggest 
run came on Easter Sunday, March 27, 
when we produced nearly fi ve gallons 
of syrup from over 200 gallons of sap. 
Our total production for the season was 
19 gallons. As this was our fi rst year in 
regular production, it’s diffi cult to tell if 
this was a typical year or not for us.

In general, it appears to have been an 
“off” year for local maple syrup produc-
ers. While some of the maple sugaring 
process is well understood by scientists 
and foresters, much is still unexplained. 
It’s that combination of knowns and 
unknowns that makes sugaring all the 
more interesting and opens up the pos-
sibility of an excellent year in 2006.

By Rich Gross
Andover Fish & Game Club

The Andover Fish and Game Club’s 
10th Annual Kids’ Spring Trout Fish-
ing Derby will be on Saturday, May 
14, at Highland Lake in East Andover. 
This is for kids 15 and under. Regis-
tration starts at 7 AM at the Andover 
Fish & Game clubhouse by the chan-
nel. You can begin fi shing from then 
until 11 AM. Please bring your own 

Come see the much publicized “Po-
lar Bears of Churchill” at the Soo-Nipi 
Audubon Chapter meeting on Friday, 
May 13, at 7:30 PM at St. Andrews 
Episcopal Churchin New London.

Speaker Bob Crane will show a 
combination of slides from two dif-
ferent trips to provide us with a cross 
section of polar bear behavior: mothers 
with cubs, adolescents play fi ghting, 
and older males out on the ice.

This program is open to the public 
and refreshments will be served. For 
more information contact Ruth White 
at 763-4893.

By Janet Plummer
For the Beacon

Janet bought Sterrett Sleeper’s 
house in Cilleyville and is still learn-
ing the many moods of the Blackwater 
River.

Ho hum, Sunday morning. Finally, a 
good night’s sleep, even with six girls 
for a sleepover. The teenage din had 
become white noise by 1:00 AM, and I 
had snoozed until almost 10:00. Stum-
bled downstairs to feed the dog and the 
bunny, and gazed out a back window. 
Gazed out the window, yes, down to the 
river, and noted something amiss. The 
river, the Blackwater, yes, missing...
Holy cow! 

It was missing, that is, in its or-
dinary form. Instead, a moved lake 
rushed by swiftly, up and over the 
far bank and away into the woods. I 

Maple Run Could Have 
Been Better This Year

The River Is Wide…
peered downstream – current – and I 
peered upstream – torrent – and then I 
stepped outside and rounded the cor-
ner of my house.

Noise like a roaring freight train as-
sailed my ears as I realized I had not 
been awakened by the wind but by 
the river itself as it rushed under the 
Cilleyville bridges and cut the left cor-
ner, reaching down past houses high up 
and yards too low. 

Snow fl oes sailed by, and tall trees, 
almost uprooted, leaned across omi-
nously. While leafpack fell into the 
streams, branches of deadwood swam 
alongside. All day, even after scouting 
further down Andover way, I leaned 
into my house walls and thanked heav-
en this newcomer had bought a house, 
anchored by ancient white pines, on 
high ground.

Kids’ Spring Fishing Derby
fi sh poles and bait.

There will be plenty of food and 
drink, with lucky prizes, ribbons, and 
trophies to be handed out. There will 
be a stocking on Friday, May 13, but 
due to circumstances beyond our con-
trol we cannot pin down a time. We are 
very sorry. 

Please come and enjoy the day. Hope 
to see you there. If you have any ques-
tions, call 735-5311.

SO O -NIP I  AUDUB O N EV EN T S
Birdathon

 On Sunday, May 22, Peter New-
bern will lead the Soo-Nipi Audubon 
Chapter Birdathon to help raise funds 
for chapter programming. Partici-
pants will meet at the Cricenti’s Mar-
ket parking lot in New London at 8:00 
AM to begin the tally of bird species 
in the local area.

Solicitations may be sought for 
individual bird species or a blanket 
donation may be made. Be sure to 
bring binoculars. Inclement weather 
cancels the trip. For details call Peter 
Newbern at 763-4308.

Hillside Orchard GreenhousesHillside Orchard Greenhouses
Open For The Season 

On May 5
Flower & Vegetable Plants

Pansies • Perennials
Geraniums • Hangers

Licorice • Vinca • Dracaena

Gift Certifi cates Available

We will be open on Memorial Day, Monday, May 30th

Directions:
From Route 11 
in East Andover, 
turn onto Flaghole 
Road. Follow the 
signs three miles 
to Hillside Orchard 
Greenhouses.

Hours:
Open Tuesday 
through Sunday, 
9:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 
Closed Mondays.

Got News?  Mail@AndoverBeacon.com or PO Box 149 or 735-6099 
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By Myra Mayman
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail

The Friends of the Northern Rail 
Trail in Merrimack County (FNRT-
MC) met on March 16. FNRT-MC 
Board members present were Alex 
Bernhard, Ed Dansereau, Tom Frantz, 
Myra Mayman, Phyllis Taylor, and Bob 
Ward. Guest was Sarah MacDonald.

We were delighted to have received 
a copy of a letter from the Wilmot Plan-
ning Board in support of our grant ap-
plication to the New Hampshire Recre-
ational Trails Program. In addition, we 
received a letter of encouragement from 
the Windham Rail Trail.

We set our regular meetings for the 
third Wednesday of each month at 7 
PM. Our aim will be to complete our 
business in one hour, and a maximum 
of an hour and a half. 

Thanks to the Town of Andover and 
Town Administrator Mark Stetson, 
we’ll meet downstairs at the Andover 
Town Hall. Our meetings are open to 
the public and to all FNRT-MC mem-
bers – more on that below. We have 
appreciated Ed Dansereau’s generos-
ity in hosting us at the Blackwater Ski 
and Sport Shop, but the new location 
allows us to invite the public and new 
members.

Alex Bernhard reported that he has 
been meeting with a group to advise 
Peer Kraft-Lund of the Lakes Region 
Planning Board on a draft of the Lakes 
Region bicyle and pedestrian plan. The 
advisory group includes representatives 
from Laconia, Meredith, Wolfeboro, 
and Franklin. Because the Northern 
Rail Trail in Merrimack County con-
nects Danbury with Franklin, and 
Franklin’s trail to Belmont, Meredith, 
and Wolfeboro, our trail is referred to 
as “The Connector” in the draft bicycle 
and pedestrian plan.

We are planning to send out our 
fi rst solicitation for contributions and 
membership. If we do receive funding 
from the Recreational Trails Program, 
we’ll have to match it with $5,000 in 
fi nancial contributions and labor. Also, 
in order to qualify as a tax-exempt or-
ganization, we must demonstrate broad 
public support.

The categories of membership are:
$5  Friend membership
$15  Family membership
$50  Supporting or business/organi-

zation membership
$100  Sustaining membership
Once people have joined, we¹ll be 

e-mailing to members the skills inven-
tory published in the March issue of the 
Beacon to fi nd out how members would 
like to be involved in the trail.

Tom Frantz agreed to head a group 
to pursue a grant application for Trans-
portation Enhancement (federal) fund-
ing. He’ll be looking for volunteers to 
work on this task force.

In consideration of the question, “Are 
we having fun yet?” a variety of activi-
ties and programs were discussed, in-
cluding a future triathlon using the bike 
trail and Highland Lake; a bike race; a 
moonlight ski trek; and representation 
on the Village Green at Andover’s July 
4 celebration.

We discussed launching a trail 
clean-up project. Sarah MacDonald 
works with after-school groups of 
middle school and high school kids 
around the state. Clean-up would be a 
good opportunity for a Service Learn-
ing Project. 

The kids think through the whole 
project, including: Preparation – deter-
mining what they want to do, and how; 
Action – a day of service, or continu-
ous service; Refl ection – thinking about 
what they did, and sharing it with the 
public and media; Celebration – recog-
nition of what they did. 

This thoughtful process avoids the 
syndrome of kids’ coming to clean for a 
day, then are dismissed with no closure 
or feeling of accomplishments. Sarah 
will email a proposal to us about how to 
connect her interest to our goals.

It was agreed that at the next meeting 
a mission statement will be discussed, 
to craft a brief statement of purpose and 
consistent language on which all can 
agree.

Membership contributions can be 
sent to PO Box 154, Andover NH  
03216. Any questions should be di-
rected to Bob Ward at 735-5061 or Alex 
Bernhard at 735-5071.

by Rick Libbey

An intimate look at local wildlifeAn intimate look at local wildlife

Matted prints available at Matted prints available at 
Artisan’s Workshop in Artisan’s Workshop in 

New London at great prices!New London at great prices!
MooseManNaturePhotos.com

735-5323

Primroses & SweetpeasPrimroses & Sweetpeas
Hardy NH Grown Primroses & Auriculas and
Exhibition-Quality, Super-Fragrant Sweetpeas

for cut flowers in deep peat pots.
By appointment only.

735-5389 or hld@mtnbrook.com

Rail Trail Begins Fundraising
the number of alternate members from 
three to fi ve. It will discuss this question at 
two consecutive meetings concerning pro-
posed amendments to the rules and to sub-
division and site plan regulations, resolve 
fi nal wording, and then vote on adoption 
of those changes at the third meeting.

First Reading: Proposed amend-
ments to Site Plan Review Regulations 
(waiver procedure; setting of corner pins; 
recording of certain decisions in the Reg-
istry of Deeds); Planning Board Rules of 
Procedure (fi ve alternate members, an in-
crease from three); and Subdivision Reg-
ulations (consistency with Master Plan; 
allow for qualifi ed approvals and record-
ing thereof in the Registry of Deeds).

Master Plan Update: The survey was 
discussed. Ben Frost from the Governor’s 
Offi ce of Energy and Planning attended 
the meeting and spoke to the MPUC on 
the master planning process and on the 
powers of municipalities to regulate land 
use vs. individual property rights. 
April 26

Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice-Chair; Keith Pfeifer; 
Roger Godwin; Paul Currier.

Announcements: The Board noted 
that Jon Champagne is advertising his 
retail yard and voted to ask the Select-
men to issue a Cease and Desist letter as 
he is operating a new business without 
having gone through the site plan review 
process required by Town regulations.

Public Hearing: Don Gross, Farm 
Stand, Main Street / Route 11. The Board 
discussed a map of the site. Gross has 
talked to New Hampshire Department 
of Transportation to update the com-
mercial use of the driveway. There being 
no further discussion, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve the site plan.

Decision: The Board voted unani-
mously to approve merging two lots 
on Depot Street into one per Article 15 
passed at the 2005 Town Meeting. The 
Board signed the Notice of Lot Merger 
to be recorded at the Registry of Deeds.

Determination of Completeness: 
Major Subdivision (4 lots), DKR Prop-
erty Management, LLC. Dan LaBonte. 
The Board reviewed LaBonte’s applica-
tion and voted to accept it as complete 
pending receipt of proposed deed lan-
guage and letter of approval from the 
East Andover Fire Department. Public 
hearing was set for May 10 at 7:40 PM.

Second Reading: Proposed amend-
ments to Site Plan Review Regulations 
(waiver procedure; setting of corner pins; 
recording of certain decisions in the Reg-
istry of Deeds); Planning Board Rules of 
Procedure (fi ve alternate members, an in-
crease from three); and Subdivision Reg-
ulations (consistency with Master Plan; 
allow for qualifi ed approvals and record-
ing thereof in the Registry of Deeds).

First Reading: Proposed change to 
Subdivision Regulations to bring defi -
nition of “wetlands” in line with New 
Hampshire Department of Environ-
mental Services’ defi nition.

Planning  from page 6
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OBITUARY

COLONEL MELVIN 
SPEDDEN HOLLIDGE, 101, 
died Friday, April 8, at Havenwood 
Nursing Home in Concord. He was 
born in Washington, D.C., the son of 
Edward Melvin and Minnie (Gudgin) 
Hollidge. 

He graduated from Milton (Massa-
chusetts) High School in 1923 and Mt. 
Hermon School in Northfi eld, Massa-
chusetts, in 1925. He graduated from 
fl ight school at Kelly Field in 1929. 

Col. Hollidge, who fl ew anti-sub 
patrols on the East Coast during World 
War II, was a command pilot with 
more than 10,000 fl ight hours before 
retiring in 1959. Col. Hollidge com-
manded the support base in Badkiss-
ingen, Germany, Hanscom Air Force 
Base, Mitchell Field, and Itazuke Air 
Force Base in Kyushu, Japan. 

He also worked at C. Crawford 
Hollidge Ladies Apparel store in Hy-
annis, Massachusetts. 

Col. Hollidge was a great outdoor-
sman who played ice hockey, was a 
cross-country skier, and swam until 
he was in his 90s. He was the oldest 
member of the Ragged Mountain Fish 
and Game Club. He had been a resi-
dent of Havenwood for eight years. 

He is survived by his son and 
daughter-in-law, Mel A. and Beth 
Hollidge of Concord; his daughter 
and son-in-law, Susan and Clifton 
McFarland of Woodbridge, Va.; two 
grandchildren, Melvin C. Hollidge 
of Berwick, Maine, and Catherine 
Hollidge of Concord; a great-grand-
daughter, Riley Hollidge of Berwick, 
Maine; and nieces and nephews. He 
was predeceased by his wife, Alice 
(Armistead) Hollidge, who died in 
1996; a brother, David E. Hollidge, 
and a sister, Beulah H. Springer. 

Memorial donations may be made 
to the Havenwood-Heritage Heights 
Endowment Fund, 33 Christian Ave., 
Concord 03301. 

TownLine Outdoor Furniture
STUFF FOR THE YARD? FIND IT HERE!

Arbors, fencing, swings, chairs, and more…

Route 11 & Pancake Rd townlineoutdoorfurniture.com (603) 735-5778
Andover • Open 7 Days U-Haul Rentals (800) 580-6824

Country Pine Furniture
HEY, COME SEE THE SHOWROOM UPSTAIRS!
We have stuff you’ve never seen the likes of before!

Route 11 & Pancake Rd townlineoutdoorfurniture.com (603) 735-5778
Andover • Open 7 Days U-Haul Rentals (800) 580-6824

ANDOVER
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
On the hill, beside the 
road in East Andover

All are ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

Sunday morning worship &
Sunday School at 9:30 AM

Childcare provided
Fellowship following the service

All are welcome!
735-5160

Kearsarge Unitarian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Reverend Emily Burr, Minister
Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover

11 AM Worship
526-8213 • kuufnh.org

By Judy Evans
Andover Congregational Church

As I write this, my thoughts turn to 
motherhood, since we are about to cele-
brate Mother’s Day. I have been blessed to 
be a mother of three wonderful children 
who are now adults of whom my husband 
and I are very proud. I am also thrilled to 
have two grandsons and a granddaughter 
refer to me as “Gammie.” 

Someday this month I will become 
a grandmother once again when our 
daughter Karen and her husband become 
parents to their second child. Boy or girl? 
We will fi nd out soon. For those of you 
who are grandparents, you can appreci-
ate the anticipation I feel at this time!

Motherhood is obviously much differ-
ent today than when I was a young mom. 
I was able to choose to stay home with 
our children until they entered school. 
Our home was always open to children 
in town. Today I have the opportunity to 
see some of these young people who still 
live in Andover raising their families and 
contributing to their community. This 
also gives me a sense of pride.

In my reading about mothers I found 
that Edgar Allan Poe wrote: “The an-
gels, whispering to one another / Can 
fi nd, among their burning terms of love / 
None so devotional as that of ‘mother.’”

And an unknown author wrote: “God 

A mother’s love - Jude Shedd and 
her son Elijah share a special mo-
ment together before Sunday morn-
ing worship. Photo by Judy Evans

Andover 
Congregational 

Church

shows that He is everywhere by the tri-
umph and power of a mother’s love.”

In the Bible’s book of Proverbs we 
read in Chapter 31, Verse 28: “Her chil-
dren arise and call her blessed; her hus-
band also, and he praises her.”

May God bless my own mother, an ac-
tive 85-year old lady – and all mothers – 
here on earth and those who have passed 
on and left us with treasured memories.

Through our church we have a group 
called “Moms in Touch.” For informa-
tion about this program contact Cathy 
Ellis at 735-5025 to fi nd out when wom-
en meet to pray and share concerns 
about children in our town.

Sunday morning worship service 
and Sunday School at Andover Congre-
gational Church are held at 9:30 with 
childcare provided. For information on 
outreach programs for teens and adults, 
call Pastor John J. Wagner at 735-5160.

TIME TO APPLY
for Andover 
Service Club 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Available to:

Andover’s Graduating 
Seniors and Adults 
entering or continuing 

College or Professional/
Technical School

DEADLINE: MAY 1
Application forms:

The ASC Thrift Shop
Sara Tracy-Arone - 735-5272

Lois Magenau - 735-5637

Here are the events at the Kearsarge 
Council on Aging (COA) for the month 
of May. COA is located at 37 Pleasant 
Street in New London. For more infor-
mation, call 526-6368.
Meditation Group

Wednesdays, May 4 through May 
25 at 11:30 AM. Group Leader: Jane 
King. Gather at 11:30, begin meditation 
promptly at 11:40, complete meditation 
at noon, discuss and interact until 12:15. 
Relaxing, breathing, centering, and bal-
ancing.
Cranio Sacral Therapy

Friday, May 13 at 11:30 AM. Speak-
er: Sara P. McClennen, Licensed Mas-
sage Therapist. Cranio Sacral therapy 
enhances health by increasing the fl uid 
fl ow in the body, allowing the body’s 
self-healing and rejuvenating proper-
ties to function more effectively. Sarah 
will speak about the benefi ts of Cranio 
Sacral therapy as it relates to the aging 
process.
Genealogy Workshop

Tuesday, May 17, at 10:00 AM. 
Speaker: Heather Makechnie. Whether 
you need to get started, fi nished up, or 
just need some help, come by and Heath-
er will help you fi nd your ancestors.
Home Repair Loan and Grant Program

Wednesday, May 18 at 12:30 PM. 
Speaker: Daphne Feeney. The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture has a Single-
Family 504 Repair Loan and Grant Pro-
gram that is intended to provide very 
low income people with the opportunity 
to make improvements to their homes. 
Daphne will be at COA to help with the 
basic requirements and will bring pre-
qualifying applications.
Living With Joy and Freedom

Friday, May 27 at 2:00 PM. Group 
Leader: Hardy Hassenfuss. As learn-
ers and practitioners of life, we come 
together once each month to explore 
new options for living life with joy and 
renewed energy. We examine our en-
counters with the never-ending transi-
tions that life offers us, and we learn 
how to deal with them and make them 
work for us.
Medical Equipment Maintenance 
and Cleaning Clinic

Wednesday, June 1 at 2:00 PM. 
Paul Luff, Refurbished Equipment 
Maintenance. 
Regularly Scheduled Programs

Please call COA at 526-6368 to sign 
up for the following regularly scheduled 
COA programs.
Mondays

• In Stitches Crafts – 9:30 AM
• ABC Quilting – 10:00 AM
• Duplicate Bridge – 1:00 PM

Tuesdays
• Computer Workshop – 10:00 AM
• Poker – 2:00 PM

Wednesdays
• Duplicate Bridge – 9:30 AM
• Tai Chi – 2:30 PM at the Presbyte-

rian Church in New London
Thursdays

• Contract Bridge – 9:30 AM
• Dominoes – 1:00 PM

Fridays
• Chair Exercises – 10:00 AM

Kearsarge COA
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By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

The New Hampshire branch of the 
New England Environmental Educa-
tors’ Association has named Proctor’s 
Nelson Lebo the Environmental Edu-
cator of the Year. 

In his fourteenth year at Proctor, 
Nelson teaches Environmental Science 
as well as Earth Science. In addition, 
he oversees Proctor Environmental Ac-
tion, a team of students and teachers 
who manage the school’s extensive re-
cycling  efforts. 

Nelson also manages an extensive 
organic garden that utilizes compost 
from Proctor’s food wastes. Produce 
from that garden augments the salad bar 
throughout the summer –when Proctor 
hosts Gordon Research Conferences 
– and into the fall term. 

He resides – along with fourteen 
students – in “Eco-dorm,” a residence 

constructed to exacting environmental 
standards. Students in Eco-dorm clean 
up after themselves, prepare weekly 
meals together, and heat the building 
with a wood-burning furnace. 

Head of School Steve Wilkins re-
marks, “Nelson leads by example. It’s 
not enough to learn about or talk about 
environmental issues, you have to live 
by the values of sustainability. He has 
ridden his bike to Northfi eld, Massa-
chusetts to visit his parents!”

We congratulate Nelson Lebo on 
this well-deserved honor. 

Lake Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse 
Association announces the establishment 
of the Dr. John L. Norris Society recog-
nizing individuals who include the VNA 
as a benefi ciary of their estate plans.

Named in memory and honor of Dr. 
John L. Norris, the society is a personal 
refl ection of each member’s thought-
ful planning in support of the work and 
mission of LSRVNA. “Bequests and 
other deferred gifts help to ensure the 
future of exceptional home health care 
for all who need these services and in-
spire confi dence in what is being done 
by the agency” says Cathy Raymond, 
Director of Development at LSRVNA.

Dr. John “Jack” Norris graduated 
from Dartmouth College in 1925 and 
earned his Medical Degree and Master 
in Surgery Degree in 1931 from McGill 
University. He began his medical prac-
tice in New London in 1932. With plans 
to practice in New London permanent-
ly, he unexpectedly received an invita-
tion to join the medical staff of Eastman 
Kodak Company in Rochester, New 
York, an opportunity he had never even 
dreamed of. He accepted the offer and 
moved to Rochester in 1937. 

As a member of the company’s 
medical team caring for more than 
20,000 employees, Dr. Norris realized 
that a myriad of health and job-related 

problems were being caused by alcohol 
abuse. In 1943, he was appointed Medi-
cal Director at Eastman Kodak and pio-
neered the concept of workplace inter-
vention with alcohol addiction. 

After traveling extensively, Dr. 
Norris retired to New London in 1969. 
With the same passion he had for his 
nationally respected work in alcohol ad-
diction, Dr. Norris saw a need for home 
health care services in the Lake Sunapee 
region. His vision resulted in the estab-
lishment of the former Kearsarge Visit-
ing Nurse Association in 1970, now the 
Lake Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse 
Association. 

With modest beginnings of a small 
offi ce and one part-time staff nurse, the 
VNA currently has a staff of 130 serv-
ing more than 20 area towns. The dedi-
cation and generosity of many individu-
als and organizations in our community 
will directly help the VNA continue to 
provide high quality home health care 
services for the Lake Sunapee region.

BORN 
Aiden Patrick 

Heller

HONORED 
Nelson Lebo

BORN 
Britney 

Elizabeth 
Thoroughgood

Britney Elizabeth Thoroughgood 
was born on November 30, 2004 at 
Concord Hospital. She is the daughter 
of Trisha Mead and Todd Thorough-
good of Andover. Britney’s maternal 
grandparents are Patrick and Gail Mead 
of Andover. Her paternal grandparents 
are Richard and Gina Thoroughgood of 
Barnstead.

Aiden Patrick Heller was born on 
January 2 at Concord Hospital. He is 
the son of Mark and Karri Heller of 
Andover. Aiden’s maternal grandparents 
are Patrick and Gail Mead of Andover, 
and his paternal grandparents are Mar-
lene Heller of Merrimack and Brad Hell-
er of Burlington, Massachusetts.

VNA Bequest Society Honors Dr. John Norris

Andrea Steel, VNA President and CEO, with Eleanor Norris Wall at the 
inaugural luncheon of the Dr. John L. Norris Society.

Show yourself off this summer.
This summer take time for yourself with 

30-minute fitness and sensible weight loss 

at Curves. Right now if you join Curves 

you can split the service fee with any friend. 

Over 4 million women have found success 

at Curves. You can too.

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12  mo. c.d. program. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 7/10/05.

curvesinternational.com

Over 8,000 locations worldwide.

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

603-526-7004
133 Newport Road

New London, NH 03257

Young Horizons
Toy Company

Colonial Place
255 Newport Road #5

New London
526-6938

Open Monday
through Saturday

9:30 to 6
Sundays
11 to 4

Ce l e b r a t e !
The Beacon needs your help gathering 
news of all our friends and neighbors 
- births, graduations, marriages, an-

niversaries, honors, and other notable 
events. To help or to share news, 
call Charlie at 735-6099 or e-mail 

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com

S u b s c r i b e !
For a minimum donation of $25 you 
can have the Beacon mailed any-

where, even to a seasonal address.
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To our now very extended family and friends:
My name is Shannon Jolley and I have a rare cancer called retinal blasto-

ma that attacks the eyes. With the help of so many nice people who donated 
money and time to hold fundraisers on my behalf, I was able to receive the 
chemotherapy treatments that I so desperately needed.

I had six successful treatments, which is real good because the doctors in 
Philadelphia thought I was going to need a lot more. I did very well through 
most of the treatments and am now beginning to grow my hair back. 

On Monday, April 4 I began my radiation treatments in Boston. We will have 
to go down there and stay Monday 
through Friday for 22 treatments, 
and then hopefully I will be done.

My family and I wish to thank 
all of you for your kind donations, 
thoughts, and prayers. It is so 
unbelievable how a community 
comes together at a time like this.

We would also like to say 
“Thank you!” to all the business-
es that allowed us to put donation 
cups out; to the Andover branch 
of Lake Sunapee Bank; to Brenda 
McDonaldson for the spaghetti dinners; to the school for all the fundraisers 
they held; to Tammy Phillips and everyone at Sodexho for the Pie Drive; and to 
Heather Hill for always being there to answer the phone when we needed her.

I would like to say a very special “Thank you!” to Mr. Wiley, who has 
been an awesome teacher and support for me and my family.

Also thanks to Jake’s Market, Video Stop, Freehill, Cricenti’s Market, The 
Hair Station, the Shell station in Andover, Teagan’s Video in New London, 
The North End Pub in New London, Crossings Mobil in Salisbury, and the 
Barn Store in Salisbury. We also thank everyone who put money in the buck-
ets to help us with our medical bills. We thank you all very, very much!

But most of all, I would like to thank my family and friends. If it weren’t for 
their strength and understanding, this would have been much more diffi cult.

Sincerely,
Shannon & the Jolley family

By Judy Perreault
Andover High School ‘53

Andover High alumni are planning 
a reunion on July 9 at 11:00 AM at the 
Ordway Recreational Area in Danbury, 
New Hampshire. There will be a pot-
luck lunch, and swimming and other 
recreational activities will be available.

No formal invitations will be mailed. 
We are counting on alumni to contact 
each other and spread the word.

Welcome are anyone who attended 
AHS, and a guest. We wish to include 
the grades that had to fi nish at another 
high school when AHS closed, as well 
as others who attended.

There will be an opening ceremony 
at 11:30 AM followed by a business 
meeting. We will be taking a donation 
to cover expenses. The remainder will 

Welcome Susan Parenteau to the 
East Andover Post Offi ce.  She will be 
our new friendly Postmistress there.  
Don’t confuse her with Gail Parenteau...
although they are related!  Susan lives 
in Tilton with her husband John, and 
they have two sons. It won’t take Su-
san long to adjust to the East Andover 
Post Offi ce, as she has spent 18 years 
in the Post Offi ce “business,” mostly in 
Franklin.  

Stop in and say, “Hello!” to Susan, 
and ... remember your key!  

With the passing of Mel Hollidge on 
April 8, the Boston Post Cane needs a 
new home. Can you help us fi nd it one?

The Boston Post Cane was given to 
the Selectmen of Andover in 1909 by 
Edwin Grozier, the publisher of the Bos-
ton Post, one of the leading newspapers 
of the day. The cane was to be presented 
to the oldest living male citizen (or fe-
male citizen, since 1930) of the town 
for his or her use for as long as he or 
she maintained that status. Upon his or 
her death or moving, the cane was to be 
presented to the “new” oldest citizen.

So the question arises -- who is now 
the oldest living citizen of Andover? 
The oldest registered voter was born 
July 20, 1913 and is therefore approach-
ing 98 years old.

If you know of an older man or wom-
an whose legal residence is Andover 

IT’S 8 PM...
Do You Know Where 

Your Realtor Is?
If your Realtor is Richard 
Beckford, chances are 
he’s still at work. Since 
the market never rests, 
he doesn’t either. For the 
best real estate service, 
call the hard-working 
nice guy!

Richard Beckford
735-5444

FLORIST & UNIQUE GIFTS
526-2401

1-888-526-2401

New London Shopping Center
LOCAL DELIVERY

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4 Closed Sunday
Family Owned & Operated

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8th.Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8th. 
Unique Mother’s Day Gifts & Cards

Mother’s Day Arrangements 
Corsages For Mom

Silks, Colonial Candles, and
Dreamtime Herbal Pillows

-We deliver to Andover-

Procrastinate
your spring cleaning 

a little longer…

Decorate your outdoor spaces 
with our new plant stands, 

stained glass hanging insects, and 
blown glass wasp catchers!

Now scheduling appointments 
with our designer for summer 

weddings, parties, and functions.
Let us help you add flowers to 

your most important gatherings!

Andover High Alumni - Reunion!
Spread the word! Reunion for all classes on July 9.

RSVP by June 18 to:
Pat “Toots” Fleury • PO Box 2 • Wilmot NH 03287

fl eury@tds.net
Watch The Andover Beacon for more details.

735-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Views
Clearing
Pruning
Cabling

Fertilization
Stump Grinding

Aerial Bucket Truck

 Insured 20 Years Experience

Andover High Reunion
go into the alumni fund. 

The class of ‘53 and ‘54 has made a 
donation to Corson Field. Be thinking 
about what you would like to do with 
some of the money in the alumni fund. 
It will be on the agenda for the business 
meeting.

Attendees need to contact Pat 
(“Toots”) Fleury at least two weeks 
before the reunion. Pat can be reached 
at PO Box 2, Wilmot, New Hampshire 
03287 or e-mail her at fl eury@tds.net. 
We are also requesting that you bring a 
chair along with your potluck dish. Cof-
fee and lemonade will be provided. 

We are having a “Make Your Own 
Name Tag” contest with prizes for Best, 
Worst, and Most Original. So don’t for-
get your name tag and any AHS memo-
rabilia you might have. 

New East Andover 
Postmistress

Boston Post Cane 
Needs A New Home

(even if they live in a nursing home else-
where), please let us know by May 31. 
The Beacon is helping the Selectmen 
fi nd the next holder of the Boston Post 
Cane, so call the Beacon at 735-6099 or 
e-mail Cane@AndoverBeacon.com.

 Truck For 
Sale

1998 Ford F-150 
Supercab 4x4

Small V-8
78,550 miles

Standard 5-speed
Bedliner

Tonneau cover
$5,995 - $1,500 less 

than Kelly Bluebook!
735-5643
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By Jamie Thompson
Proctor Academy ‘05
Journalism Class

In July, Proctor will welcome Mike 
Henriques as the new Head of School, 
along with his family, to the Proctor and 
Andover communities.  Mike comes to 
Proctor from Holderness School, where 
he has worked for nearly 20 years as a 
teacher of English, dorm parent, coach, 
Dean of Students, Dean of Faculty, and 
director of both wilderness orientation 
and the March Out Back program.

In an e-mail interview I asked Mike 
what it was that attracted him to Proctor.

“Initially it was the school’s connec-
tion to the outdoors and experiential edu-
cation. I have found hands-on learning to 
be remarkably effective in creating life-
long memories and applicable lessons. 

“My own connection to experiential 
education goes back to high school days 
when I worked building a cabin with old-
fashioned tools, learned how to shear 
sheep, and hiked many, many days in the 
mountains. I carried those early experi-
ences, particularly a connection to the 
outdoors, into my career as an educator. 

“I have directed programs at 
Holderness like Out Back and the ori-
entation hike, have worked for NOLS 
as an instructor. Whether it is skiing or 
rock climbing, I continue to enjoy all 
my outdoors time. 

“As I learned more about the school, 
its commitment to being a tight-knit 

By Sam Swasey
Proctor Academy ‘05
Journalism Class

During my fi rst few days as a fresh-
man at Proctor Academy I was uncom-
fortable, lost, and quite nervous, so 
when Greg Stetson’s large work boot 
came through my advisor’s door fol-
lowed by the rest of his towering body, 
I was terrifi ed. After he sat down, con-
versation (instead of fi re) came from his 
mouth, and I realized he was a friendly, 
easy-going guy.

Interested in the town of Andover, 
Greg’s feelings about Proctor Academy, 
and what he has done since graduating, 
I called Greg recently and chatted with 
him about life.

Greg told me that he believed living 
in Andover and going to Proctor Acad-
emy both had a large impact on his life. 
While at Proctor, Greg did not let school 
control his life. He went to classes at the 
boarding school but made sure to re-
main loyal to his friends at Merrimack 
Valley High School.

When asked if he believed that he ben-
efi ted from his four years at Proctor, Greg 
thoughtfully sighed then stated, “I did not 
realize it while I was there... I do now.”

Two years after graduating from 
Proctor, Greg continues to live in his 
hometown of Andover. He must have 
a battery inside him which he charges 
each night, because during the day Greg 
does not stop. Along with his school-

By Alexander Stein
Proctor Academy ‘06
Journalism Class

The community of Proctor has 
spread beyond its 3,000 acre campus 
and into the town of Andover. “Proctor 
is a community dedicated to maximize 
the success of every student,” reads a 
portion of Proctor Academy’s mission 
statement. This is best seen in the excel-
lence and success of the Andover day 
students who attend Proctor.

Just what do they excel in? Is it just 
academics? Is Andover creating the 
next generation of Einsteins?

While many of the Andover day stu-
dents who attend Proctor consistently 
appear on Head’s List (an average of 90 
or higher) and Effort Honor Roll (60% 
or more high honor effort grades), many 
students are excelling in the arts and 
athletics as well.

February 5 concluded the per-
formances of Proof, a production 
co-directed by four-year seniors and 
Andover day students Jamie Thomp-
son and Elizabeth Lamb. The play 
was a great success among faculty 
and students alike.

In the ceramics room is Matt John-
son, another four-year senior and 
Andover day student. Throughout his 
Proctor career, Matt has worked closely 
with Patrice Martin, the school’s ce-
ramics teacher, to develop and hone the 
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Free Estimates • Overall Paint Jobs • Insurance Claims

Tom Heath
8 Stewart Street • Andover, NH 03216

735-4360 or 735-5054

Cars, Trucks, Snowmobiles, Bikes and more...Cars, Trucks, Snowmobiles, Bikes and more...

skills he exhibits today. Many of Matt’s 
works have been featured in school 
exhibitions and outside competitions 
alike.

Across the street at the Blackwater 
Ski Area is Nicholas Fairall, an 
Andover sophomore who excels in 
the sport of ski jumping. In recent lo-
cal meets, Nick has earned fi rst place 
in his age category and was recently 
named to the Junior Olympic team. 
Matt Johnson, while an accom-
plished artist, is also a very talented 
snowboarder and contributes strong-
ly to the snowboard team’s winning 
record.

To fi nd out just what makes local 
Proctor students so exceptional, I decid-
ed to go straight to the source and speak 
with Matt Johnson. When I asked Matt 
of his Proctor experience, he said, “I’ve 
really been able to shine here.”

When asked how Proctor brings 
out the best in its local students, Matt 
replied, “I think that it is two-sided. I 
think that Proctor has talented teachers 
and that there is talent within all of the 
students. The thing that makes Proctor 
stand out is its willingness to fi nd and 
support those talents.”

I believe that what Matt said shows 
talent in itself; it shows a maturity and 
strength of mind. So I must tell you, 
Andover, whatever it is that you do for 
these students, please keep it up!

Steve Hodges
Highland Lake Inn

PO Box 164
East Andover NH 03231

603 735-6426
HighlandLakeInn.com

Let us take good care of your 
family and friends!

Day Students Shine At Proctor

work, Greg ambitiously fi lls his time 
working at the Blackwater Ski Area, 
plowing for Proctor’s maintenance, and 
working part time with the Hopkinton 
Fire Department. 

His battery is clearly not fueled by 
money alone, because Greg, along with 
his paying job as a fi re fi ghter, also 
proudly volunteers at the East Andover 
fi re department. Being a lazy seventeen 
year old myself, I sniggered and asked 
bluntly “Why do that?”

“That’s the kind of stuff that makes 
me happy,” Greg calmly replied (as if 
trying out for a part in some cheesy 
family sitcom). This was not a televi-
sion show though; Greg was playing 
no part at all. He was being truthful 
and straightforward. This is just the 
kind of person Greg is – thoughtful 
and hardworking. 

Of course, even Greg needs time to re-
lax. To do that he generally kicks his snow-
mobile into gear or meets up with friends, 
but in any case Greg is usually smiling.

The town of Andover, Proctor Acad-
emy, and the Stetson family deserve a 
round of applause because these three ele-
ments aided in the creation and evolution 
of a kind, hardworking, overall good guy. 

Finally, Greg Stetson is deserving of 
a fi rm handshake for who he is and ev-
erything he does. After all, it could be 
the next snow storm that he helps clear 
or a house in your neighborhood where 
Greg responds to a call for help.

community that works to ignite life-
long passions...well, I became enamored. 
Proctor’s mission is subtly but important-
ly different from other schools - both in 
and out of the classroom.” Mike is very 
excited about coming to Proctor.

Mike has two children, Will and Ol-
ivia. They will be attending Andover 
Elementary/Middle School.  “[Today,] 
Will and Olivia attend the Sandwich El-
ementary School and they love the small 
size of it and the way everyone knows 
everyone else. They are both very excit-
ed about their new school [AE/MS] and 
the new friends they hope to make.”  

I asked Mike if he plans on getting in-
volved with the community. He respond-
ed, “Well, once we are settled into the 
community, have our bearings, and better 
understand what is available, we will look 
for ways to get involved. I could see help-
ing out with Bill Koch skiing or coaching 
little league baseball. In Sandwich, Betsy 
[Mike’s wife] has been involved on com-
mittees at the Sandwich Central School.  
I am very much interested in exploring 
how Proctor students interact with the 
community and what kinds of meaning-
ful relationships exist. The way the town 
and the school are situated, I hope to see 
– and further – a fl ourishing and reward-
ing interaction between the two.”  

Mike is very excited to make the 
move to Proctor and Andover with Bet-
sy, Will, and Olivia.  Welcome to our 
community, Mike and family!

Mike Henriques, New Proctor Head

Greg Stetson: Profile Of A Busy Guy
SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, April 30
Andover Service Club

Treasure 
Sale

Masonic Hall
Potter Place

along with the 
Immaculate Conception 
Church’s Rummage Sale
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and brought some very cute and yummy 
ants. The children had fun rolling peanut 
butter into balls and putting eyes and legs 
on, but the best part was eating them.

We are looking forward to a very 
busy month of May with graduation. 
We will treasure our last month with 
the four and fi ve year olds, as they are 
off to kindergarten next year.

We continue to look for additional 
board members to join our Advisory 

Board. Our fi nal call for fall enrollment 
is quickly approaching. If you’re inter-
ested in a part-time program for your 
three- or four-year-old, please give us a 
call at 735-5105.

By Heidi St. Jacques
Oxbow 4-H Club

On April 1 our club had a fi eld trip to 
see a Monarch’s hockey game at the Ve-
rizon Wireless Center in Manchester. It 
was an exciting game. A good time was 
had by all.

We held our offi cial meeting at the 
Webster Town Hall on April 3. We con-
tinued our discussion on how each mem-
ber is doing on their personal goals. Most 
members continue to make progress.

Our club leader, Bob Pearson, has 
volunteered to help members that need 
assistance making yokes for their teams. 
The yoke is the main piece of equipment 
necessary with working steers.

Bob and Jerry Courser have also vol-

By Carmen Bates
East Andover Village Preschool

April showers rained letters and 
numbers at the preschool this past 
month. Preschool I children have been 
learning the letters in their names, 
while Preschool II children have been 
learning their phone numbers. What a 
great job they are doing!

The three-year-olds had a pajama 
party and brought in sleeping bags and 
stuffed animals from home. We read sto-
ries, watched a movie and had popcorn. 
They also grew their own grass right 
in the classroom. They were amazed to 
watch it change from a little seed to long, 
beautiful green grass. 

The four-year-olds had fun with nurs-
ery rhymes and a Humpty Dumpty ex-
periment. They also got to jump over a 
candlestick and made haystacks. They 
made their own greenhouses and grew 
their very own bean stalks, just like Jack.

We continued to do our Book It pro-
gram, where the children fi ll in a cou-
pon for each book they read at home. 
At the end of the month they all got a 
coupon from Pizza Hut for a free pizza. 
Great reading everyone, keep it up!

Chef Combo came for another visit 

By Caren Swanson 
Proctor Childcare Center & Preschool

Spring is fully upon us at the Proctor 
Childcare Center and Preschool, much 
to everyone’s delight! The children and 
teachers have been enjoying more time 
outside after a long and cold winter. On 
our walks around the campus children 
notice crocuses and daffodils beginning 
to bloom and buds forming on the trees.

One of the early markers of spring that 
we enjoyed observing is the run of the 
sap and the work of maple sugaring. One 
day at the end of March the preschool 
children had the opportunity to collect 
sap around Proctor’s campus with Dave 
Pilla, who manages Proctor’s woodlands 
and its sugaring operation and is also the 
father of Kyler, one of our preschoolers.

We traipsed through snow that was still 
over the kids’ knees to check the buckets 
on the old maples and fi ll up the larger 
buckets that we pulled behind us in a wag-
on. When we got back to the sugar house, 
the kids helped Dave pour the collected 
sap into the large tank where it would be 
stored until Dave and his student helpers 
had a chance to fi re up the evaporator.

A couple of days later Dave called the 
preschoolers over to see the boiling pro-
cess and taste some of the fi nished syrup. 
At fi rst some of the kids were hesitant 
to try it, but pretty soon each child was 
drinking a little cup of liquid gold. Yum!

The older toddlers also had a chance 
to leam about the sugaring process. 
Eric Johnson, Britta’s dad, invited our 
class to their house in East Andover for 
a maple sugaring fi eld trip. He showed 
us how to tap a tree and where the sap 
drips out into the bucket.

By Heidi Terwilliger
Cub Scouts

Another year of Cub Scouting is 
almost behind us. Some of the boys 
from Pack 489 have completed their 
requirements for Cub Scouting and are 
moving on to Boy Scouting. Brendon 
Coll, Derrick Nowell, and Kyle Wiley 
of Den 8; Steele Henderson, Jr., David 
Wesoja, and Cameron Wood of Den 
7; and Caleb Frantz and Joey Rego of 
Den 1 all received their Arrow of Light 
Award, which is the highest rank in 
Cub Scouting.

The boys, along with their parents 
and Boy Scout Troop 489 of Andover 
and Salisbury and Boy Scout Troop 
248 of Tilton, took part in the “Webelos 
Crossing the Bridge to Boy Scouts” cer-
emony, where they were welcomed into 
Boy Scouting.

The Pack has also said good-bye to 
Karen Frink, who has served as Cub-
master for the past three years, as well 
as Steele Henderson, Sr., Jane Nowell, 
and Michael Rego, who have served 
as den leaders, giving their time to the 
boys each week. Leighton Terwilliger is 

Front row: Kyle Wiley, Steele Hen-
derson, Jr., Cameron Wood, Joey 
Rego. Middle row: Derrick Nowell, 
David Wesoja, Caleb Frantz. Back 
row: Jane Nowell, Den 8 Leader; 
Karen Frink, outgoing Cubmaster; 
Robin Rego, Den 1 Parent; Steele 
Henderson, Sr., Den 7 Leader. Miss-
ing: Brendon Coll.
 Photo by Heidi Terwilliger

welcomed as the new Cubmaster.
Pack 489 also received their 2005 

National Quality Unit Award. There are 
various requirements such as training for 
the Cubmaster and den leaders, Youth 
Protection Training, outdoor activities, 
Charter renewals, pack meetings, service 
projects, enrollments, and advancements 
that must be met in order to maintain 
this status. Pack 489 has continually held 
their National Quality Unit Award, and 
is Chartered by the East Andover Con-
gregational Church. Without the Charter 
Organization, the pack would not be able 
to maintain this status.

Cub Scouts 
Become 
Boy Scouts

Oxbow 4-H Club
unteered to come to members’ farms 
and castrate their bulls. Castration is 
necessary to ensure the safety of the 
teamster as well as the animals, as bulls 
can become quite aggressive. Castra-
tion is a simple surgical procedure that 
removes the testicles or prevents them 
from functioning. After a bull is cas-
trated, it is called a steer.

Our club discussed particiapting in 
area parades to promote 4-H. We hope 
to march all 15 teams in the Andover 
Fourth of July parade.

We have organized a raffl e fund-
raiser! We would like to thank all our 
generous contributors. We were able to 
acquire 45 donated items. Tickets are 
$1 each or $5 for a book of six. The raf-
fl e will take place on June 5. If you are 
interested in purchasing tickets, please 
call me at 735-5851.

             Halcyon Realty &             Halcyon Realty &
           Take A Peek Gifts           Take A Peek Gifts

              Opening May 2              Opening May 2

Celebrate with us on Saturday, Saturday, 
May 7May 7 from 9 AM to 2 PM

Special Gifts for Mom
Luncheon & Refreshments

Raffle Drawing
776 Franklin Hwy • East Andover • 735-5497

East Andover Village Preschool

Then he took us up to his sugar house 
where he and a friend, Lynn Cox, had 
the evaporator going at full steam (liter-
ally). He showed us the different parts 
of the evaporator, and the large tank 
where the sap is stored before it gets 
boiled. The kids were especially im-

pressed when Eric had to feed the fi re.
Best of all we got to taste some fresh 

syrup! Instead of sugar-on-snow we had 
a special treat – maple syrup on vanilla 
ice cream!

Thanks to Eric and Dave for making 
these special experiences possible. Now 
the sugaring season is behind us and 
we are looking ahead to the truly warm 
weather and sunshine that spring brings.

For more information on our school, 
or to come for a visit, please call our 
Director, Raz, at 735-6269. Our school 
serves the Proctor community as well 
as the town of Andover and the local 
area. Visitors are always welcome.

Proctor Childcare & Preschool

Kathryn Thompson is all smiles during 
the pajama party.
 Photo by Carmen Bates

Dave Pilla and some Proctor Pre-
schoolers check a sap bucket.
 Photo by Lawre Goodnow
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ents assisting the coaches. Volunteers 
also help out at the concession stand, 
which we will try to have running at 
Blackwater Park on the Saturdays that 
we have three consecutive games.

All of our umpires are volunteers, too. 
Many of the umpires do not even have 
children that play on the teams. We owe 
them all a big “Thank you!” Without 
umpires we would not be able to play.

If you would like to help out at a prac-
tice or a game, please call Mike Barton, 
League President, and let him know. 
You can reach Mike at 735-4033.

Come on down and support your lo-
cal players! The season starts on Satur-
day, April 30 with an 8:30 AM parade 
from AE/MS to Blackwater Park fol-
lowed by opening ceremonies and the 
fi rst games of the season.

When we play at home, Majors play 
at 6:00 PM on Monday and Wednesday 
and at 1:00 PM on Saturday. Minors play 
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday and at 3:30 PM 
on Saturday. Rookies play at 6:00 PM on 
Thursday and 10:30 AM on Saturday.

By Tina Barton
Andover Youth Baseball

Baseball is underway! “Thank you!” 
to all of our sponsors: 
Rookie League

Andover Pizza Chef (Cobras)
Mead and Braley Roofi ng (Dia-

mondbacks)
Jake’s Market (Wildcats)

Minor League
Rick Dukette General Contractor 

(Firebirds)
Major League

Capitol Alarm (Red Sox)
Coaches and players have been busy 

getting ready for opening day. This 
year, with our teams having players as 
young as fi ve years old, we need all the 
help we can get.

Andover Youth Baseball is run by 
volunteers. Most coaches have a child 
on the team they are coaching. The par-
ents are a big part of Andover Youth 
Baseball. Any way parents can help is 
always appreciated.

A typical Rookie practice may con-
sist of a coach showing the proper way to 
swing a bat, an assistant showing how to 
throw, an assistant showing how to catch, 
and another assistant showing how to run 
the bases. This is going on all at once!

Believe it or not, showing kids how 
to run the bases is important, as some of 
the players have never been on a base-
ball fi eld before.

Minors and Majors also have par-

Junior Division Andover #1 is 
coached by Cathy Ellis. #2 is coached by 
Renee Goodwin. Senior Division #1 is 
coached by Steve Nelson. #2 is coached 
by Melissa Thompson. For more infor-
mation about softball in Andover, con-
tact Steve Nelson at 735-5884.
Junior Division Schedule
April 30, 10 AM – Kidder Fuels at #1
April 30, 11:30 AM – Lakeview Con-
struction at #2
May 3, 6 PM – #2 at #1
May 5, 6 PM – #1 at Lakeview Con-
struction
May 7, 1 PM – Aubuchon Hardware at 
#1
May 10, 6 PM – #2 at Aubuchon Hard-
ware
May 10, 6 PM – #1 at Hill
May 12, 6 PM – Hill at #2
May 14, 1 PM – #1 at #2
May 19, 6 PM – Lakeview Construc-
tion at #1
May 21, 1 PM – Kidder Fuels at #2
May 24, 6 PM – #1 at Kidder Fuels
May 24, 6 PM – #2 at Hill
Senior Division Schedule
April 30, 1 PM – Virgin Construction 
at #1
April 30, 2:30 PM – Beauchine Auto at 
#2
May 2, 6 PM – #2 at #1
May 4, 6 PM – # 2 at Rowell Electric
May 6, 6 PM – #1 at Hill

By Karen Frink
For the Beacon

On March 1, Mullet Night at the Ve-
rizon Wireless Arena in Manchester 
proved to be pretty special for  one local 
youth hockey player.

The arena allows teams to play a 
“pre-game” against another team before 
each Monarchs home game. Cameron 
Wood, who plays center for the  New 
Hampshire Junior Wildcats’ Squirt 2 
team, helped his team defeat the Junior 
Monarchs’ Squirt 2 team by a score of 
5-4. Cameron recorded his fi rst career 
hat trick. 

After the game, the head coach of 
the Wildcats, Mark Greenlaw, invited 
Jeff and Steve Carlson, who starred 
with Paul Newman in the 1977 movie 
Slap Shot, into the locker room to meet 
the players. Cameron is a huge fan of 
Slap Shot and the Hanson brothers (Jeff 
and Steve’s characters in the movie).

It was a very exciting night that end-
ed with the Monarchs losing their game 
against the Worcester Ice Cats, 2-1.

May 11, 6 PM – Hill at #2
May 13, 6 PM – #1 at #2
May 16, 6 PM – Hill at #1
May 18, 6 PM – Beauchine Auto at #1
May 20, 6 PM – #1 at Virgin Construc-
tion
May 20, 7:30 PM – #2 at Beauchine 
Auto
May 23, 6 PM – #1 at Rowell Electric
May 25, 6 PM – #2 at Hill

Cameron Wood with Jeff and Steve 
Carlson, who starred as the Hanson 
brothers in the 1977 hockey movie 
Slap Shot. Photo by Karen Frink

Wood’s Hat TrickPlay ball!

John Braley helps Diamondbacks 
player Brian Omara with batting.
 Photo by Tina Barton

Franklin Lassie League Softball

Andover’s Junior Girls Softball 
team’s Kristi Perreault covers left 
fi eld during their fi rst game of the 
season on April 17 at Odell Park 
in Franklin. Andover played a great 
game despite losing a close one 
11-9 to Lakeview Contruction.
 Photo by Doreen Perreault

96 Old Turnpike Rd Route 4 Salisbury, NH (603) 648-2888

PROPANE

$9.99

20# refill

STORE HOURS

Mon - Fri 7 - 6

Sat 8 - 4:30

Sun 9:30 - 4

Farm - Feed - Hardware - Lumber
Barn Building

and Design

REPAIR AND TOOL RENTAL CENTER

Lawnmowers
Trimmers/Blowers
Lawn & Garden Tractors
Chain Saws

Pool Supplies
Locust Split Rail
Electric Fencing
Muck Boots
Hansen Rain Gear
Rhino Decking
Ariat Footwear

MOO
DIRT
PRODUCTS

EQUINE SUPPLIES
ROUND PENS

FEEDERS

SALISBURY TOWN-
WIDE YARD SALE

Saturday, April 30, from 8 
to 2, rain or shine.  A map 
of participants will be sold 

for $1 at the Town Hall.  

Indoor and outdoor sites 
at the Salisbury Town Hall 
with an Appaloosa gelding 
and assorted tack for sale

Book sale at the Town 
Library with coffee, hot 
dogs, and other goodies

Proceeds benefi t the 
Friends of the Salisbury Li-
brary Improvement Project.

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary 
donations for a substantial part 

of its budget. Please get “a 
round tuit” and donate today!
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By Mike Silverstein
AE/MS Phys. Ed. Teacher

Most schools who compete in middle 
school track and fi eld have never heard 
of the Andover Track Team, because 
it’s a completely new team. Close to 50 
students from fi fth through eighth grade 
participate. We practice without a track, 
without a long jump pit, without a good 
spot to run the 100 meter dash, and with-
out much typical track team equipment, 
but that hasn’t stopped this team. 

Andover competed in its fi rst meet 
on April 15 at Inter-Lakes against 
Holderness, Alton, and Inter-Lakes. Even 
though Andover did not wear uniforms, 
the competition quickly learned we were 
not to be taken lightly. 

The boys scored points in every 
event, coming in a fairly close 3rd place. 
Inter-Lakes won with 102 points. Alton 
was 2nd with 99 points, and Andover 
was 3rd with 87. Holderness was a dis-
tant 4th with 8 points. After studying the 
results, we know we could have scored 
even higher had we changed our line up, 
which is part of the learning process. 

The girl’s team came in 4th place by 
a very slim margin, especially consider-
ing some rookie mistakes made by our 
team. Inter-Lakes won with 94 points. 
Holderness was 2nd with 82 points. 

Alton was 3rd with 61 points. Andover 
was 4th with 52 points. Not only is our 
team running at warp speed, but they are 
learning a lot very quickly, too. 

Both Kellie St. Jacques and Katie 
Haley learned lessons during their fi rst 
meet. Kellie learned the race doesn’t end 
with the last hurdle – it ends when you 
cross the line! Kellie was in fi rst place for 
her heat in the hurdles but stopped run-
ning after the last hurdle and before the 
fi nish line. She fi nished 6th, two to three 
seconds after the winner. 

Katie Haley learned that even though 
you are a lot faster than anybody in your 
heat, never let up because you may get 
beat by someone in another heat. She still 
placed 3rd in the 200 meters after coast-
ing to the fi nish line. Both these girls 
gave several outstanding performances 
in sprinting events. 

The concept of working as a team to 
use all of our resources (athletes) to help 
the team succeed is new for the kids. As 
the meet progressed, the kids began to 
realize how their willingness to try their 
best in events that were new and diffi cult 
for them could help the team. As the kids 
realized this idea, we saw many more 
gutsy performances. 

Some of the results were as follows: 
Sixth grader Zach St. Jacques threw the 
shot put over 25' to help the team get on 
the board. Seventh grader John Dukette 
jumped a personal-best 5' to tie for fi rst in 
the high jump. Heth Graham high jumped 
an impressive 4' 6" for 4th place. Tyler 
Waine placed 2nd in the triple jump. 

Eighth grader Krystin Corliss won 
the girl’s high jump and came in 2nd in 
both the hurdles and the 100 meter dash. 
Krystin, along with Kellie St. Jacques, 
Katie Haley, and Hannah Frantz, were 
the 4x100 team which took fi rst place. 

Jessica West took 4th place in the 
shot put and 4th in the high jump. Katie 
Haley took 3rd in the 100 meter dash. 
Jasmine Elwell placed 3rd in the javelin. 
Hannah Frantz also placed 4th in the 
high jump and 5th in the hurdles. The 
4x100 relay team of Meredith Cline, 
Jessica West, Emily Laro, and Kassie 
Lamper placed 5th. 

Devon Levesque jumped over 13' 

in the long jump, placing 2nd. He also 
placed 4th in the 200 meter dash. Adam 
Smith placed 3rd in the discus, throwing 
it 69'. Greg Hewitt placed 5th in the 400 
meter run. Josh Bond took 3rd place in 
the triple jump, something he learned to 
do the day before the meet. 

Tim McDaniel won the hurdles and 
the 100 meter dash and placed 3rd in 
the javelin, throwing it 90'. The boy’s 
4x100 came in 2nd place: Henry Ben-
del, Devon Levesque, Tim McDaniel, 
and Kevin Roark.

Josh Wagner placed 3rd in the 1600 
meter run at 6:03. He also placed 3rd 
in the 800 meter run. Josh Wagner, 
Greg Hewitt, Ryan Davis, and Ty-
ler Waine ran the 4x400 meter relay, 
placing 3rd. Roger Laro placed 3rd in 
the 200 meter dash. 

Some Andover athletes were not 
ready to score points for the team, but 
they showed important traits that will 
lead to future successes – a positive at-
titude and the courage and willingness 
to try. Team coaches Mr. Silverstein and 
Mrs. Hill want this team to provide an 
opportunity for all Andover students to 
participate. 

Fifth-graders Caleb Frantz and Kyle 
Wiley ran the 200 meter dash for fun and 
experience. Caleb also threw the discus. 
Maddy Pfeifer and Breanna Davis ran 
the 800 meters. Maddy took 4th place by 
running the 800 meters in 3:06 seconds, 
and she’s only in fi fth grade! 

Tyler Valley and Gary Mason tried 
the triple jump. Adam Smith did the 
high jump. Caroline Pond did the dis-
cus and the shot put. Ryan Davis threw 
20' in the shot put. Norbu Dickinson ran 
the hurdles. Michael Donovan threw the 
discus. Henry Bendel did the 100 meter 
dash. Roger Laro and Josh Bond did the 
long jump. J.J. Santiago and Alec Walker 
threw the javelin. Savanna Donovan and 
Katie Levesque threw the javelin. Ka-
tie also threw the discus. Josh Bennett 
threw the shot put. Nick Waine threw 
the javelin. Meredith Cline did the high 
jump. Kayla Dansereau did the hurdles 
and the 4x400. Katie Smith did the 100 
meter dash and the 4x400. Tyler Waine 
did the 1600 and 800. Andrew Young did 

AE/MS Track Team Off To A Fast Start

the 1600 (6:47 mile, he’s in fi fth grade!) 
and the 800. 

The girl’s team is lead by some very 
strong and fast eighth graders, including 
Krystin Corliss, Kellie St. Jacques, and 
Katie Haley. Add seventh grader Han-
nah Frantz and it makes a very impres-
sive 4x100 relay team. 

This team of girls (and the whole 
Andover Track Team) practiced at the 
Merrimack Valley Middle School. This 
was our only practice before the meet. 

During the practice, the MVMS 
coach timed our girl’s relay team and 
said our girls came within one second 
of the MVMS school record for the 
event. 

I think many of our athletes realized 
for the fi rst time that win, lose, or draw, 
giving 100% effort at something can be 
very satisfying. Even though we have no 
track, our opponents know that Andover 
has a track team!

Kellie St. Jacques races ahead of the 
competition on the hurdles.
 Photo by Heidi St. Jacques

Michael and Tyler Mussey with 
their poster for the New Hamp-
shire Fisher Cats’ opening game 
on April 7 at the new Verizon 
Wireless Arena in Manchester. 
Michael and Tyler both attend 
AE/MS and play on the Andover 
Wildcats baseball team.
 Photo by Janet Mussey

MARSHALL’S GARAGE
HIGH-TECH CAPABILITIES

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE & QUALITY

Save time and lower your stress! Have 
your vehicles repaired and serviced by 
local experts. Only ASE Certifi ed and 
ASE Master Technicians with state-of-
the-art equipment work on your vehi-
cle. SUVs are our specialty.

Free loaner cars or courtesy shuttle

For an appointment: 526-6231 or
Dave@MarshallsGarage.com

Across the road from 
Elkins Beach on 
Pleasant Lake

Visit our Web site at 
MarshallsGarage.com for 

discount coupons and 
car care tips

ANDOVER LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS

DEADLINE: MAY 6
Graduating seniors with fi nancial 

need who live in Andover or Danbury: 
contact your Guidance Counselor or 
call Jim Goody (735-5676) or Deb 

Phelps (768-3901) for an application.

Ann IrelandAnn IrelandDebbie MartinDebbie Martin

Colby-Linehan 
Real Estate

Providing You With Truly 
Professional Real Estate 

Services From Four Offices

10 Lawrence St. • Andover NH 03216
603•735•5006

This AE/MS Destination Imagina-
tion  team competed in the RaDIo 
Live! challenge in Swanzey on 
March 19. Back (l-r): Emily Lance, 
Jessica Underdahl, Lydia Walker, 
Mary Jane Wittel. Front: Bailey 
Coston, Rebekah Stearns and the 
team’s coach, Shannon Gray.
 Photo by Brenda Lance
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By Audrey Pellegrino
AE/MS Kindergarten Teacher

One of the things that students did 
hundreds of years ago, and even 20 
years ago, was to memorize and recite 
lessons and poetry. My mother, who 
is in her 70s, recited one the other day 
that she learned in third grade. They 
seem to stick in long-term memory 
forever, like the words of a favorite 
song.

Memory is a crucial skill that needs 
to be practiced, as well as the skill of 
public speaking.

The 11th annual AE/MS Poetry Re-
cital was held on Thursday, April 21. 
All AE/MS students learned and re-
cited a poem or written piece of work. 
These are pieces they were able to com-
pose themselves or choose themselves. 
They then recited them in their classes, 
and four from each grade were chosen 
to recite their piece in the evening pro-
gram. Students were judged on poise, 
diffi culty of the work, clarity, and over-
all presentation.

Every year I am amazed at the chal-
lenges that students give themselves 
when choosing a piece to recite. Each 
and every student should be applauded, 
as public speaking is probably the num-
ber one thing that adults dislike doing, 
yet the students did so with grace and 
courage. If you see a student, ask them 
to recite their poem for you. You won’t 
be sorry that you did.

AE/MS 2005-2006 KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
AND INFORMATION GATHERING — MAY 18, 2005

It is time to register Andover children for kindergarten!
If your child will be fi ve years old by September 30, please contact AE/

MS at 735-5494 to set up an appointment for registration.
During the registration process the children will be asked to perform a 

variety of small tasks. The purpose is to gather information to help in pre-
paring and planning for the new class. Children will meet Mrs. Pellegrino, 
the kindergarten teacher and learn a little about their upcoming year.

At the time of your child’s appointment, please bring his or her birth 
certifi cate and immunization record.

An orientation day will be scheduled for late August.

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

Gretchen Hildebrand has been se-
lected as a fi nalist for 2006 New Hamp-
shire Teacher of the Year. She is now 
one of fi ve fi nalists who are in consider-
ation for this top honor. 

In April, Ms. Hildebrand was invit-
ed to a ceremony at the Tuck Library in 
Concord where she received congratu-
lations from Governor John Lynch and 
Acting Commissioner of Education 
Paul Ezen. In May, the Teacher of the 
Year Selection Committee will visit Ms. 
Hildebrand’s second grade classroom 
and spend time talking with colleagues, 
administrators, students, parents, and 
community members.

During the summer, Ms. Hildebrand 
will do an oral presentation before a 
review panel. The announcement nam-
ing the 2006 New Hampshire Teacher 
of the Year will be made in September. 
Ms. Hildebrand will also be invited to 
a Leadership in Education Banquet to 
celebrate her accomplishments along 
with other distinguished educators in 
the state. 

Andover Elementary/Middle School 
is fortunate to have many talented edu-
cators. All agree that Ms. Hildebrand 
will be a great representative for excel-
lent teachers throughout the state. 

By recognizing the state’s many ex-
cellent educators, it is hoped that more 
people will be encouraged to consider a 
career in education and remind all of us 
about the value of investing heavily and 
attracting and retaining the very best 
educators. Selecting a Teacher of the 
Year is an exceptional way to celebrate 
the many outstanding and dedicated 
people teaching in New Hampshire 
schools.

Anyone who has been part of the 
Andover School community knows that 
Gretchen Hildebrand is truly deserving 
of such an honor. 

Andover Middle School’s eighth grade 
students will be raising money for their 
trip to Montreal by taking Krispy Kreme 
Doughnut orders during the fi rst week 
in May. Doughnuts will be at AE/MS to 
be picked up on the morning of May 17. 
They will be fresh and still warm!

Please see an eighth grade student to or-
der or call Ms. Slayton on the doughnut ho-
tline – 735-5400. Orders must be received 
by May 7. However, extra doughnuts will 
be available for purchase on May 17.

Help the eighth graders go to Mon-
treal – it’s a sweet deal!

8th Graders Sell 
Doughnuts For 
Montreal Trip

Gretchen Hildebrand 
Finalist For Teacher Of 
The Year Award

Acting Commissioner Paul Ezen (left) 
and Governor John Lynch congratulate 
AE/MS’ Gretchen Hildebrand.

Molly Comrie and Shelby Perreault 
were among the many students who  
recited at Poetry Night. 
 Photo by Doreen Perreault

Poetry Night

WardLogHome.com
S.A. Blanco, Sales RepS.A. Blanco, Sales Rep

603 526-2229603 526-2229

The Friendly Barber Shop
The Ultimate Finish

by Cindy Lamprey
for Men • Women • Children

Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 7:30-2 934-7530
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Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of 
good taste.

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Tues - Fri  5:30 am - 3 pm

Sat - Sun  5 am - 3 pm

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes 
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies & 

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot 
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte 
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf 

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas 
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 9

Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 10

526-2464

Got News?  
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099
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Proctor Academy 
Honor Roll

Winter Term – Day Students

Kathryn Barban New London
Christopher Bishop New London
Nathan Blouin Henniker
Gracia Brown Andover
Nicholas Brown Warner
Kaedi Butterfi eld Newbury
Erin Clayton New London
Evan Cross New London
Patricia Dansereau Andover
Keira Driscoll New London
Jessica Emory Barnstead
Tyler Erickson Elkins
Kaitlin Fifi eld Warner
Rebecca Freyman-Bucchieri 
 New London
Christopher Hague Bradford
Catherine Holmes Newbury
Kelsey Hughes Hopkinton
Josh Kershaw Springfi eld
Sophie Klepper Andover
Billy Kozain New London
Myles McLeod Andover
Rebecca O’Connor Elkins
Abigail Plummer Andover
Natalie Sarles Newport
Morgan Saunders Warner
Robert Simpson Sunapee
Stephanie Talkington Andover
Kristen Tappen Elkins
Jamie Thompson Andover
Samantha Veysey Andover
Jennifer Wilkins Wilmot
Kiersten Wulff New London
Daniel Yanofsky Grantham
Danielle Young Andover

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover School Board

On March 17 residents of the 
Merrimack Valley School District vot-
ed by a 73.3% majority to pass a $20.6 
million bond. The bond will cover 
many projects throughout the District 
with $13 million going to Merrimack 
Valley High School alone.

The estimated date of completion 
is September 2007 with major work 
planned for the summers. The follow-
ing is a timeline for getting the projects 
underway:

Fall 2005 – The District will prequalify 
a list of contractors to bid on the project.

January 2006 – Documents, plans, 
specs, and drawings will be complete.

February 2006 – Bid on 90% of the 
project will be awarded.

Fall 2007 – Project will be complete.
Approximately half of the work will 

be renovations, while the other half is 
new construction. The plan is to get the 
new construction under way fi rst with 
additions at Loudon Elementary School, 
Merrimack Valley Middle School, and 
Merrimack Valley High School. For the 
High School it means adding a new sci-
ence wing and expanding the cafeteria 
and library portion of the building. 

A new wood chip heating system 
will be installed for the Middle and 
High Schools which will be the fi rst of 
its kind in New Hampshire. Once the 
system is up and running, the public 
will be invited to visit the new plant.

Extensive renovations at the High 
School will include expanding the mu-
sic room, renovating all classrooms, re-
placing all windows with new energy 
effi cient windows and improving the 
exterior of the building with insulation 
and a new brick facade. The library will 
be moved to the fi rst fl oor where it will 
be more accessable for after-school and 
community activities.

The project will be carried out with as 
little impact on school operations as pos-
sible. Once the new construction at the 
Middle School is complete, the portable 
classrooms will be available during the 
renovation period. As much work as pos-
sible will be scheduled for the summers.

As Andover residents, we are not 
members of the Merrimack Valley 
School District cooperative and do not 
contribute directly toward payment of 
the bond. The completion of the project 
will impact the per pupil cost of edu-
cation, however, and Andover residents 
can expect to see an increase in tuition 
for the next contract.

By Paul Hubert
AE/MS Band Director

With the school year moving toward 
another glorious fi nale, the AE/MS 
band room is buzzing like a trombone 
player’s lips.

On Monday, April 18, band members 
gathered after school to watch the movie 
Drumline. The fi lm is the story of a gift-
ed street drummer who struggles to fi t 
in as a member of a Southern university 
marching band. It’s a positive, inspiring 
message for young band students.

The students are practicing lots of 
new material. Titles include: The Tem-
pest, Pirates of the Caribbean, Slidin’ 
the Blues (a trombone feature), and 
T.W.A. (Trumpets With Attitude). We’ve 
also worked on Pomp and Circum-
stance (anticipating a possible gradu-
ation assignment), and The Jeopardy 
Theme for marching. The Spring Con-
cert is scheduled for June 2 at 6:30 PM 
in the AE/MS Gym. Mark your calen-
dars. Hope to see you there.

The Advanced Band has been asked 
to participate in two upcoming parades: 
Memorial Day, on Monday, May 30, at 
6:00 PM in Wilmot, and July 4 right 
here in Andover. Last year we marched 
in the Fourth of July parade with 12 stu-
dents to a very warm reception. 

People love to see their band out 
there, and it’s a valuable experience for 
the students. We hope you can make it.

Recently, a generous Band Parent has 
made it possible (through a donation) to 
offer our band students school-spon-
sored subscriptions to Smart Music, an 
interactive computer program for prac-
ticing. This program has accompani-
ments that the students can play along 
with. It includes all of the material found 
in several popular music method books, 
with lots of solos at all levels. 

Students who have used similar re-
sources will tell you what a thrill it 
can be to play along with an ensemble. 
It also promotes good listening and 
rhythm counting skills.

Smart Music runs on PCs and 
Macs. With the addition of a micro-
phone it becomes truly interactive. 
You can set it up to listen to your 
performance and provide feedback to 
improve your skills. 

A letter is going home to Band Par-
ents about the availability of Smart Mu-
sic. With 10 or more students partici-
pating, the price per subscription comes 
down to a very reasonable $20. With 
the addition of a $10 PC microphone 
(Macs are a bit more) any band student 
can take advantage of this powerful 
practicing tool. A subscription will be 
running in the band room for use dur-
ing lessons.

In other news, saxophonist Josh 
Bennett has been named Advanced 
Band Superstar for the third quarter. 
Josh gets an ice cream of his choice and 
the opportunity to conduct the Band in 
rehearsal. He was followed closely by 
fl autists Michaela Trefethen and Ka-
tie Jo Keller, drummer Joey Rego, and 
saxophonist Maddy Pfeifer.

Beginning Band Super Nova for the 
quarter is drummer Madison Powers. 
He was closely followed by clarinet-
ists Chantal Caron, Marissa Laro, and 
Kristi Perreault.

Finally, on Thursday, May 19 at 
6:30 PM in the school gym (drum roll 
please) the second edition of Andover 
Idol will take the stage. Last year’s 
show proved to be a good time for all, 
with a diversity of student talent. Great 
prizes were awarded and the judges 
proved to be a special treat. Hope to 
see you all there.

AE/MS Band’s Busy Schedule MVHS On Track For 
Major Renovations

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.

Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976

We have autographed copies of 

DONALD HALL’S  new memoir 
THE BEST DAY THE WORST DAY: 

Life with Jane Kenyon 
FINE BOOKS   
GOOD MUSIC 253 Main Street, New London  ·  526-5850

OPEN 7 DAYS · Crane Stationery · Cards · Gift Wrap · Puzzles 

The Andover 
Five Alive Program

(for kindergarten) and

The Andover After 
School Program

(for ages 5 - 13)

Now accepting registrations 
for the 2005/2006 school year.

We are a non-profi t, commu-
nity-based organization that 

offers a caring, enriching, fun 
place to be after school.

Call Robin Rego at 735-6566.

since the days of Helen Malnati, for 
whom the Health Center is named. The 
nursing staff still provides the TLC most 
needed by teenagers: time and a safe 
place to talk, laugh and cry, eat our fa-
mous grilled cheese sandwiches, and re-
ceive hugs. I think Helen would approve.

Health  from page 24

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

New London Opticians 
3 COLONIAL PLACE

New London Shopping Center
PO BOX 970

NEW LONDON NH 03257

Leonard G. Fish
LICENSED OPTICIAN

Elizabeth S. Fish
REGISTERED OPTICIAN

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

EYE EXAMS BY APPOINTMENT
603 526-6990
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By Carolyn Dansereau
For the Beacon

I recently had the good fortune of 
chaperoning AE/MS’ fourth and fi fth 
grade trip to Nature’s Classroom in 
Freedom, New Hampshire. Having 
previously chaperoned my daughter’s 
class three years ago, I already knew 
Nature’s Classroom was a wonder-
fully unique, hands-on educational ex-
perience. I also knew our teachers put 
a tremendous amount of preparation 
inside and outside of the classroom to 
bring this program to life. What I hadn’t 
given enough recognition to, and would 
like to share with our community, is 
how fortunate we are to have such won-
derful teachers at AE/MS. 

For one full school week I lived and 
worked in a small cabin with 25 girls, 
ages 9 to 11, and three remarkable 
teachers. During this week these three 
women demonstrated patience, respect, 
kindness, sincerity, humor, knowledge, 
creativity, generosity, courage, and 
compassion. No matter the situation or 
the time of day or night, these charac-
teristics came through. Their caring, 
considerate, and resourceful natures put 

our children at ease immediately. Their 
clear, concise directions made for com-
fortable living quarters for all.

If you were to enter our cabin early in 
the morning, you could hear them sing-
ing “Zip-a-dee-doo-dah, zip-a-dee-ay, 
My oh my, what a wonderful day!” to 
wake the children up. At any other time 
during the day they were either attend-
ing a class of their choice, gathering the 
children from their class, helping the 
children prepare themselves for the next 
activity, or planning for their role in the 
various nighttime adventures. 

The time between activities – “transi-
tion time” – was often fi lled with con-
versations with the children about their 
class, what they learned, what they liked 
best, who did shark dissection, who made 
hot air balloons, and so on. Yoga seemed 
to be such a hit that the fourth graders set 
up a meditation area in the cabin, while 
the fi fth graders demonstrated how to 
make the letter L while doing a hand 
stand against the wall on the porch. The 
genuine interest the teachers showed 
during transition time is what you would 
give your own child.

Nighttime activities involved a role-

AE/MS Teachers’ Many Wonderful Qualities On Display All Week
playing activity where the adult chaper-
ones acted out abolitionists bringing the 
slaves (the children) across the border 
of Canada to freedom. During the trek, 
safe houses were visited and bounty 
hunters were numerous. 

Another activity which took some 
preparation was the talent show. A comi-
cal skit was presented based on the tele-
vision show “Fear Factor.” All I can say 
about this is...our teachers are fearless!

If you were to enter our cabin after 
10 PM you would hear our teachers’ 
gentle voices reading bedtime stories 
with great voice intonations until every 
little pair of eyes fell off to sleep.

From untangling knots in hair to 
plunging clogged toilets, our teachers did 
it all. And all with the grace and patience 
you would want your child to witness.

I would personally like to say thank-
you to Ms. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Kidane, 
and Miss Gray for bringing AE/MS to 
Nature’s Classroom, unselfi shly leav-
ing their families behind to share it 
with their classes, and for creating last-
ing memories for us to treasure. You all 
truly deserve to wear your ILAC (I am 
Loving and Caring) necklaces!

Fourth & Fifth Graders Enjoy A Week In “Nature’s Classroom”
In late March, AE/MS fourth and 

fi fth graders, their teachers, and several 
parents spent a week in Freedom, New 
Hampshire at Nature’s Classroom, an 
environmental education camp. Here 
are some excerpts from three students’ 
writings about the experience.

By Maddy Pfeifer
AE/MS Fifth Grade

…One of the best parts about the 
camp were the great counselors.

Kay taught a class on ice cream 
making and had a lot of creative ideas. 
Eric taught us all about hovercrafts and 
showed us how to make different cre-
ations. Thackery knew a lot about his-
tory and one of the classes he taught 
was all about the Civil War. 

Meagan was very practical and had 
lots of artistic classes for us to enjoy. 
Heather was funny and good at the 
game Predator vs. Prey. 

Damon was even funnier than 
Heather and also taught us how to dis-
sect animals. Some of the creatures we 
dissected were sharks, frogs, and tur-
tles. Christa, a very outgoing counselor, 
taught a class called Canines. Zany was 
very imaginative and played Ultimate 
Frisbee. Molly was kind and fun to eat 
meals with at the dining hall. 

Sun was a really talented actor and 
taught us all a cool fi re trick involving a 

Underground Railroad. In this reenact-
ment you get to experience what it felt 
like as an African American slave try-
ing to escape slavery.

You start out in a transport boat. 
When you arrive at the plantation, a 
“friend of a friend” takes you and oth-
ers on the road to freedom. Picking up 
note cards and being careful of guards, 
your are on your way to Canada.

I think every kid should be able to 
experience this great time. I for one 
thought it was an awesome adventure.

dollar bill. Emily was always happy and 
played her part really well in the Under-
ground Railroad. We also had Maggie 
the Medic and Jones “The Head Guy” 
as part of the camp experience.

These are just some of the people 
that make Nature’s Classroom so cool!

By Cameron Wood
AE/MS Fifth Grade

…The instructors split the students 
into groups called “fi eld groups.” Each 
group had a staff member who was the 
leader. The leaders planned the activi-
ties that the group would participate in. 
Some group activities were really fun 
and some were exciting. 

The groups could choose to go on 
the lake or go to Pahaska cabin and play 
games. My group decided to go on the 
lake and learn how to build a fi re. The way 
we made a fi re was to fi nd a sandy spot 
and little thin sticks. We also learned how 
to put the fi re out by using sand or water. 

Field groups were also important be-
cause they helped kids learn about team-
work and getting to know each other. 
Our fi eld group really enjoyed spending 
time with our leader, Thackery…. 

By Joey Rego
AE/MS Fifth Grade

…There were many fun activities. 
One of these was a reenactment of the 

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Friday: 6:30 AM to 8 PM
Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM
Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

A colorful scarf will add fun 
to any outfi t! 

Special orders welcomed!
Handknits by Judy are available at

Artisan’s Workshop 
in New London 

or call Judy Evans at 735-5331

Handknits
by

Judy

Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

Andover Middle 
School Honor Roll

Third Marking Period

Grade Five 
High Honors
• Steele Henderson
• Michaela Trefethen

Honors
• Chantal Caron
• Brendan Coll
• Breanna Davis
• Ashley Fife 
• Caleb Frantz 
• Elise Goodwin
• Megan Hanscom
• Ashley Lamson
• Jeremy Mason
• Rhianna Newton
• Maddy Pfeifer
• Joey Rego
• Nicholas Shaw
• India Thompson
• Jonathan Wagner
• Kyle Wiley
• Andrew Young

Grade Six
High Honors
• Emily Laro
• Alec Walker

Honors 
• Shawna Barton
• Henry Bendel
• Joshua Bennett
• Meredith Cline
• Kassie Lamper
• Becca Lance
• Katie O’Mara
• Haley Peters
• Zoe Stoddard

Grade Seven 
High Honors
• Elizabeth Stearns

Honors
• Ryan Davis
• Hannah Frantz
• Amanda Gilchrist
• Jim Hanlon 
• Roger Laro 
• Tim McDaniel
• Jessica West
• Cory Wiley

Grade Eight 
Honors
• John Bridgmon
• Megan Coll
• Krystin Corliss
• Abigail Lance
• Rebecca McGovern
• Lorna Smith

High Honors: All As & 1s or 2s
Honors: All As or Bs & 1s or 2s
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Mark Your
Calendar!
Apr 30 – Salisbury Town-Wide Yard 

Sale, maps at Town Hall, 8 to 2

Apr 30 – Andover Baseball Opening 

Day Parade, Main Street, 8:30 AM

Apr 30 – Lions Club Charity Horse 

Show, Three Js Farm, Danbury, 9

Apr 30 – Andover Service Club 

Treasure Sale, Masonic Hall

Apr 30 – Immaculate Conception 

Church Rummage Sale, Potter Place

May 1 – National Teacher Apprecia-

tion Week begins, 735-5589 to help

May 1 – Deadline for Service Club 

scholarship applications, 735-5637

May 2 – Board of Selectmen, 7

May 3 – School Board, AE/MS, 6:30

May 3 – Kearsarge Community Band 

rehearsal, KRMS, 7 to 9, 526-2942

May 5 – Kearsarge Masonic Lodge, 

Potter Place, 7:30

May 5 – Pemi Choral Spring Concert, 

Our Lady of the Lakes, Lakeport, 

7:30, 535-2787

May 6 – Deadline for Lions Club 

scholarship applications, 735-5676

May 6 – Pemi Choral Spring Concert, 

St. Paul’s, Franklin, 7:30, 535-2787

May 7 – Andover One Wheelers 

Spring Rummage, Yard, and Bake 

Sale plus Car Wash

May 8 – Pemi Choral Spring Con-

cert, Plymouth State, 3, 535-2787

May 9 – SHARE Day, AE/MS, 735-5681

May 9 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30

May 10 – Planning Board, 7

May 10 – AE/MS Parent Education 

Night, 735-5494

May 11 – Andover Service Club, 

Potter Place, 10

May 11 – Conservation Commis-

sion, Town Hall, 7:30

May 12 – Blackwater Grange, Ma-

sonic Hall, 7:30

May 14 – Masons’ Pancake Break-

fast, Potter Place, 6:30 to 9:30

May 16 – Board of Selectmen, 7

May 17 – Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment, Town Hall, 7:30

May 17 – AE/MS Parent Education 

Night, 735-5494

May 18 – Kindergarten registration, 

AE/MS, 735-5494 for an appointment

May 18 – Rail Trail meeting, Town Hall, 7

May 19 – Andover Idol, AE/MS, 6:30

May 23 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30

May 23 – Master Plan Committee, 

Town Hall, 7

May 24 – Planning Board, 7

May 30 – Middle School band in 

Memorial Day Parade, Wilmot, 6

May 31 – Andover Fish & Game, 

East Andover clubhouse, 7:30

Jun 2 – AE/MS Spring Concert, 6:30

Jun 3 – AE/MS Semi-Formal Dance

By Carmen Bates
For the Beacon

As we celebrate Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week, May 2 through 6, we honor 
the dedication, passion, and caring na-
ture of our teachers. Not only are the 
teachers the backbone of Andover’s ed-
ucation system, they are a guiding force 
in helping our children develop into 
healthy, happy, and successful adults.

We pause to refl ect on all that the 
teachers and the school staff do every 
day and designate this week in appre-
ciation and celebration of their service. 

The bus drivers who safely deliver 
our precious cargo to school. 

The secretary who is only a call 
away when you have an issue while 
your child is at school. 

The nurse who is always there to keep 
our children safe and also for any concerns 
you may have about your child’s health. 

The guidance teacher who really 
listens to your child and wants them to 
feel good about themselves. 

The special education teachers and 
assistants who have the extra patience 
that every child needs. 

The reading teachers who must 
know so many books by heart, but listen 
like they have never heard them before. 

The speech and occupational staff 
– anyone who has talked to a child who 
knows these people can see how much 
they are loved. 

The substitutes who are there for 
our children at the drop of a hat. 

The cafeteria staff who fuel our 
children and give us a break. 

The custodians for making the 
school look great and keeping it a safe 
environment for our children. 

The principal and assistant prin-
cipal who handle more issues then we 
even want to think about. 

And fi nally, the teachers and teach-
ing assistants who are doing what they 
love. Hopefully what they have given to 
our children will return to them ten-fold!

This special week at AE/MS will 
start with signs everywhere of how 
proud we are of them. Pins will be 
handed out and a beautiful paper fl ower 
display, made by the children, will tell 
how much the entire school staff means 
to them. The honorees will be treated to 
donuts and coffee and may often fi nd 
small tokens left on their desks. 

The week will end with a bang – a 
pep rally with a slide show and certifi -
cates. There is even more, but some 
must be left as a surprise!

If you are a parent, student, or alumni, 
take the time this week to tell the staff of 
AE/MS how much they mean to us!

By Lorraine Roberts, R. N. 
Director, Proctor Health Center

The Health Center at Proctor Acad-
emy is located in the little white church 
in the midst of our beautiful campus 
at the foot of Ragged Mountain. Many 
changes have occurred since Helen Far-
rell Malnati was “nurse and friend to 
Proctor boys” from 1938 to 1958. The 
“infi rmary” included a small area as 
her apartment, three or four beds for 
sick students, and a dispensary. She 
lived there full time and according to 
an alumnus, class of ‘49, was rough and 
tough and loved by all.

Today, the school is coeducational, 

with day students and boarding students 
from the US and abroad. The Health 
Center, licensed by the New Hamp-
shire Department of Health and Human 
Services, is staffed with fi ve registered 
nurses and one administrative assis-
tant 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
while school is in session. The director 
of Health Services no longer lives in the 
Health Center. 

The “little white church” has under-
gone several renovations since it was do-
nated to Proctor by the town of Andover 
and now has fi ve beds, a fully-equipped 
examination room, and a nurses’ sta-
tion. A school doctor and a nurse prac-
titioner serve the medical needs of the 
students and staff on campus. 

The rapid changes in the world 
of medicine have brought with them 
changes in medical care at the Health 
Center as well. Over 100 visits a day for 
medicines, fi rst aid, preventive care, and 
off-campus medical appointments are 
coordinated. The nurse works closely 
with the physician, the athletic trainer, 
the physical therapist, the mental health 
professionals, and faculty to deliver the 
best possible care to 350 students while 
they are at school.

One thing hasn’t changed however, 

By Emily Baker
Beacon staff and MVHS ‘06

With 49 cast members, 13 crew 
members, 20 production staff members, 
and 41 art students, the Merrimack Val-
ley High School music department pre-
sented Beauty and the Beast as its an-
nual musical.

The preparation for Beauty and the 
Beast started last December. All of the 
long hours fi nally paid off for a night of 
romance and comedy. Everything from 
the costumes to the sets and props were 
magnifi cent. 

Bright colors, beautiful music, fi ne 
acting, and side-splitting comedy cap-
tivated the audience on March 31 and 
April 1 and 2. Over 1,500 people at-
tended three sold-out nights in a row. 

Asiah Elmasry, as Belle, and Josh 
Elenowitz, as Beast, both of Andover, 
stunned the audience with their beauti-
ful singing voices and acting talents. Peg 
Donaldson, also from Andover, did a 
wonderful job as Stage Manager of the 
entire production. 

Good luck to all three of these se-
niors next year as they may pursue edu-
cation in music and the arts.

AE/MS Celebrates National 
Teacher Appreciation Week

“The little white church” serves the 
Proctor community’s medical needs.
 Photo by Charlie Darling

Proctor Health Center - A Proud Tradition

Asiah Elmasry and Josh Elenowitz 
took their bows as Belle and Beast in 
three sold-out performances.
 Photo by Lisa Renauld

Asiah & Josh Big Hits

See Health  on page 22

Nicole Wallace, an intern from the Up-
per Valley Teacher Training Program, 
works with Max Barrett and Logan 
Marcus. Photo by Doreen Perreault


	p01
	p02
	p03
	p04
	p05
	p06
	p07
	p08
	p09
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	p17
	p18
	p19
	p20
	p21
	p22
	p23
	p24

